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Rev".  Sir, 

F"^^"^*  Letter  of  yours  accidentally  fell  in 
fn  A  g^  my  way  not  long  ago  It  vv?.s  put 
hS^^M  ^^^fo^^^y  h'>i'^'ds  by  one  of  my  friends 
in  the  country,  and  as  it  is  written  on  a  very 
important  and  intereftlng  fubjed,  I  could 
not  help  running  it  over  with  fome  eager- 
nefs.  It  gives  an  account  of  various  matters 
relating  to  yourfelf,  your  opinions,  and  con- 
duct:; particularly  fome  extraordinary  light 
you  have  lately  been  favoured  with,  and  the 
ileps  you  have  taken  in  confequence  of  that 
information  ;  it  contains  fome  little  anecdotes 
of  your  manner  of  lije  jrom  your  youth  iip^  re- 
lates the  precife  time  and  circumftances  of 
your  wonderful  converlion,  fets  forth  the 
miflakes  in  your  religious  belief  which  a 
wrong  education  had  led  ycu  into,  the  ill 
effedt  of  thofe  mdltakes  npon  your  own  mi- 
niftrv,  and  the  ill  effed:  they  cannot  but  have 
on  that  of  your  unconverted  brethren  j  it 
proceeds  to  lay  open  the  principles  of  your 
new  faith,  its  perfed:  agreement  with  fcrip- 
ture  and  the  doctrines  of  the  church,  which 
mofl:  of  your  gracelefs  fraternity  have  de- 
li icrltd  ; 
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ferted ;  the  amazing  fuccefs  of  your  late  ml- 
niflrations  j  your  entire  confidence  that  your 
eyes  are  now  opened,  and  your  devout  joy 
for  that  happy  event  5  the  great  pleafure  you 
receive  from  your  daily  endeavours  to  lead 
others,  and  the  unfpeakable  fatisfad:ion  you 
fliould  have  in  leading  the  friend  to  whom 
you  write,  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth  as  it 
is  in  yefiis, 

Thisepiftle  was  fent,  I  have  heard,  by  a 
trufty  hand,  and  unfealed  ;  that  fome  of  the 
fiithful  probably  might  have  the  benefit  of 
perufing  it  in  its  paflage.  It  is  faid  to  have  been 
circulated  with  much  induflry,  as  a  mailer- 
piece  of  its  kind  j  but  I  know  not  that  this 
was  done  with  your  privity  or  permiffion. 
However,  as  it  was  profeiTediy  intended 
to  carry  on  the  good  v/ork  of  converfion, 
and  boafts  of  profelites  from  all  quarters, 
both  of  clergy  and  laity,  who  are  daily 
crowding  to  your  ftandard :  as  it  treats  of 
matters,  which  every  well-meaning  chriftian 
ought  to  be  truly  informed  in,  efpecially  at 
a  time  when  a  fet  of  new  reformers  are  fo 
ready  with  their  advice,  and  fo  fluent  in  their 
h.rangues  to  the  people,  I  take  the  liberty 
of  thus  addieffing  myfeif  to  you  on  the  fub- 
jc.a:  of  it  *. 

I  mean 

*  This  epiftle,  v\hich  I  liad  prefcrved  as  an  invaluable 
trcafure  in  fvJ  S.  and  had  made  a  few  rtmarks  upon  at  the  re- 
quflt  cf  ibmc    country-friends,  v.hLie  it   wab  ihuch   handed 

about, 
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I  mean  not  by  this,  Sir,  to  challenge  or 
decoy  you  into  a  paper- war,  which  has  often 
furnifhed  large  materials  for  that  other  ph^e- 
nomenon,  you  are  pleafed  to  divert  yourfelf 
with,  a  paper-kite  i* :  nor  do  I  write  it  with 
much  expedation  of  any  effed:  it  is  likely  to 
have  upon  you  -,  for  I  would  not  enter  on  the 
hopelefs  talk  of  queftioning  the  reality  of 
impreffions  which  you  fay  you  feel,  and  of 
voices  which  you  fay  you  heard.  I  would  only 
advife  you  on  fo  trying  an  occafion,  excutere 
te  atqiie  expUcare  mtelHgentiam  tua?n  y  I  would 
only  fuggeft  the  expediency  of  being  upon 
your  guard  againft  fedudlions  of  ever)'  kind  ; 
that  you  be  not  pradifed  upon  by  the  arti- 
fices of  others,  or  flattered  by  the  delufions 
of  your  own  imagination ;  that  you  be  not 
led  away,  as  many  I  am  afraid  are,  by  the 
vain  prefumption  of  extraordinary  illumi- 
nations, and  by  that  means  contract  one  of 
the  moft  dangerous  and  deceitful  of  ail  reli- 
gious maladies,  the  tumor  of  fpiritual  pride. 

I  am  willing  to  take  this  occfion  of  ex- 
plaining my  fentiments  on  that  fyftem  of  c- 
pinions  and  condudi",  which  you  feem  to 
have  adopted,  and  which  is  held  by  your 
fellow- labourers  in  the  fame  caufe.  Many  I 
fear  are  impofed   upon  by  the  lofty  preten- 

about,  is  lately  publiflied  ;  and  on   that  account  I  write  to 
you  in  this  public  manner. 
f  See  2d  Letter,  p.  ?.;j.. 

B  2  fions 
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fions  3''ou  make,  and  the  confident  airs  you 
alTamej     when    thefe    are    plainly  put    on 
to  amufe  the  vulgar,  and  thofe  are  a  kind 
of  half  claims  to  fomething    extraordinary, 
calculated  to  ferve  the  fame  purpofe;  which 
you  care  not  willingly  to  quit,  and  dare  not 
explicitly   avow.     Some  of  your  arguments 
mulT:  appear  to  me,  as  they  do  to  other  com- 
mon  underftandings,  not  very  clear  or  con- 
clufive,  becaufe  the   force  of  them  chiefly 
depends  on  your  own   feelings,  and  is  not 
founded  on  any  methods  of  human  reafon- 
ing,  which  are  in  ufe  among  us.     The  fre- 
quent application  of  fcripture-palTages  toyour- 
felves,  whatever  felf-importance  it   may  be 
owing  to,  or  whatever  admiration    it  may 
produce  among  your  followers,  is  apprehend- 
ed by  many  to  border  often  a  little  too  near 
on   arrogance   and   prefumption.     Your  in- 
terpretations of  holy  writ  have  oft  fomething 
of  a  plaufible  appearance,  when  they  have 
nothing  of  a  juft  and  real  foundation  ;  feem- 
ing  to  agree    with  the   literal  fenfe    of  the 
words,    when    they   plainly   cont.adidl  the 
whole  tenor  of  its  meaning,  and  are  utterly 
inconfiftent  with  the  intention  and  exprels 
terms  of  the  chriftian  covenant. 

Several  of  thofe  palTages  relate  to  the  exer- 
cife  of  extraordinary  powers,  granted  to  fome 
chriftians  in  the  firll:  ages  of  the  church,  and 
which  were  neceilary  then  for  its  fupport  or 

pro- 
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propagation,  but  which  were  neither  promifed, 
nor  feem  neceffary,  -  nor  appear  to  have  been 
Q:ranted  in  foIlowin2:  aG;es.  Your  charj^^e  on 
the.  clergy  for  delerting  the  doctrines  to 
which  they  have  folemnly  aflented,  is  aggra- 
vated not  only  beyond  what  candor  and 
chriftian  charity  would  permit,  but  beyond 
what  truth  and  juftice  will  warrant  you  to 
fay ;  and  if  you  knew  fo  much  of  their 
opinions,  as  you  pretend,  you  mufl  be  fen- 
fible  what  wrong:  is  done  to  them  by  your 
reprefentation.  This  difpofition  and  thele  ta- 
lents do  not  qualify  you,  in  any  eminent  de- 
gree, to  be  {?Sc  and  trufty  guides  through 
that  narrow  v/ay,  which  few  can  find ;  but 
which  you  and  your  friends,  it  feems,  are 
the  only  happy  few,  who  have  found,  "  the 
way  of  falvation." 

I  have  fallen  perhaps  into  thefe  ftrange 
notions  thro'  the  influence  of  prejudices,  in- 
to which  I  may  have  been  led  by  the  early 
bias  of  an  academic  education.  I  was  train- 
ed up,  as  you  complain  you  were,  to  carry 
on  my  lludy  of  the  Scriptures  by  the  com- 
mon methods  of  human  affiftance,  and  to 
purfue  my  fearch  after  religious  knowledge 
by  the  glimmering  and  unfteady  light  which 
human  fcience  could  give  me.  1  am  flili 
in  danger  of  adhering  to  thefe  old  prepof- 
fefiions,  'till,  I  have  clear  evidence  that  they 
are  ill-grounded.  I  am  loth  utterly  to  aban- 
don 
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don  the  guidance  of  my  reafonj  fallible  as 
it  is,  in  enquiries  which  relate  to  my  own 
happinefs,  until  I  can  meet  with  feme  other 
direction  on  which  I  can  more  fafely  de- 
pend ;  until  I  am  free  from  all  danger  of 
adoping  in  its  room  that  which  may  prove 
the  fuggeflions  of  conceit,  or  the  illufions 
of  fancy.  As  I  am  not  fo  happy  as  to  have 
experienced  thofe  fecret  communications,  or 
felt  that  ini^ux  of  extraordinary  light  which 
you  and  your  friends  have,  I  am  not  qua- 
lified to  look  down  on  the  weaknefs  of  all 
literary  inftitutions  with  that  noble  contempt 
with  which  you  do. 

How  fadly,  in  the  mean  time,  have  we 
been  milled  by  the  ill  judgment,  whatever 
we  may  owe  to  the  good  intentions  of  thofe 
weak,  but  well-meaning  men,  our  founders  ? 
who  vainly  thinking,  as  you  it  feems  once 
did,    that  human  learning  was  a  neceffary 
qualification  for  a  divine,    provided,   at  fo 
much  trouble  and  expence,  fuch  a  vaft  ap- 
paratus for  purfuits  of  that  nature  ;    who 
have  led  us  thro'  all  the  mazes  of  an  intri- 
cate and  tedious  education,  and  reared  thefe 
feats  of  learning  for  the  advancement  of  re- 
ligious knowledge,    without  feeing  that  no- 
thing keeps  lis  Jo  much  from  the  truth,  as  the 
defire  of  human  wifdom  ;  who  have  been  lb 
totally  miftaken  in  their  whole  projed:  of 
improving  the  means  of  piety  and  forward* 
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ing  us  in  the  way  of  falvation,  that  they 
never  were  aware  of  what  you  perceive  fo 
clearly^  that  it  is  as  dijicultfor  a  wife  or  learn- 
ed fnan  to  be  fa^ced^  as  it  is  for  a  rich  man^  or 
a  fioblefnan*.  Yet  fo  humble-minded,  I  find, 
you  are,  that  you  condefcend  to  keep  up 
fome  connexion  with  thefe  learned  bodies, 
tho'  you  fufFered  fuch  lofs  of  time,  and  have 
been  retarded  fo  far  by  their  means  in  your 
progrefs  to  true  wifdom  ;  tho'  you  difcern 
the  futility  of  all  the  inftruclion  they  can 
give,  you  are  fo  good  as  to  lliare  ftill  in 
the  benefit  of  the  fmall  emoluments  they 
can  beftow. 

But  pray  refied  a  little.  Sir,  on  the  'effect 
of  thofe  unwearied  endeavours,  which  you  and 
fome  other  members  of  learned  foundations,  in 
our  lifter  univerfity,  are  pleafedto  exert,  in  or- 
der to  depreciate  the  value,  and  decry  the  ufe 
of  human  learning  !  think  what  would  be 
the  confequence  of  your  fucceeding  fo  far 
in  your  endeavours,  as  to  alter  the  prevail- 
ing fentiments,  and  adjuft  the  general  opi- 
nion to  your  ftandard  ?  Should  thofe  expen- 
five  endowments,  which  the  miftaken  zeal 
and  piety  of  our  forefathers  made,  continue 
to  be  mifappiied  to  no  ufeful  purpofe  ?  And 
are  not  the  governors  of  the  nation,  who 
v/atch  over  the  public  welfare,  concerned 
to    prevent    fuch   a    mifapplication  ?    Why 

*  .Vr.  EcrriJ>'e's  Letter,  p.  15. 

Should 
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fliould  thefe  bulky  foundations  be  longer  fup- 
ported,  if  they  occafion  only  a  needlefs  wafte 
of  time  and  money  ?  If  the  fcriptures  may 
as  well  be  underftood  and  interpreted  in  a 
ccbler's  ilall,  as  in  the  round-about  way  of 
collegiate  infl:ru(Slion  ?  If  the  dodrines  of 
religion  may  be  as  w^ell,  or  as  you  feern  to 
hold,  better  explained  and  illuftrated  from  u 
taylor's  bulk,  than  from  a  profeflbr's  chair  ! 

You  indeed,  as  is  plain  from  your  decla- 
rations and  praciice,  have  wholly  free'dyour- 
felf  from  the  ilavery  of  thofe  early  opinions, 
by  which  you  were  milled  :  you  formerly 
apprehended,  while  your  judgment  was  un- 
der the  influence  of  old  prejudices,  that  "  jio 
cue  ought  to  preachy  iinlels  he  had  taken  a  de- 
gree-^^  nay,  fo  flrongly  did  thefe  prejudices 
operate,  that  "  yen  thought  it  high  prefiunpticn 
in  rjiy  to  preachy  tmlefs  they  had  taken  orders  ;" 
but  thefe  were  notions  fit  only  for  the  non- 
age of  your  unregenerate  itate;  you  har- 
bour no  fuch  c^nticiuated opinions  now;  when 
'•'■  Gcd  opened ycur  eyes ^'  as  with  gre  t  conii- 
lience  you  affirm  he  did,  about  half  a  year 
^igo,  hejheived  and  taught  you  other  things.  In 
confequence  of  which  divine  inurudion,  you 
now  hold,  that  every  one  "  is  qualified  to 
preach  the  gofpel,  who  has  the  gift  of  utter- 
ance * ;  you  have  taken  your  ferving-man  ac- 
cordingly, I   hear,  to  be  a   fellow-labou  er 

*  Letter,  p.  i6. 

with 
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xvith  }- ou  in  the  mlniHiry,  and  Caleb  is  em- 
ployed in  the  fame  important  commiffion  of 
preaching  the  gofpel  "  with  the  journeymen 
of  Nazareth  f ." 

Here  I  muflconfefs,  how  fenfible  I  am  of 
the  difficulty  of  entering  into  any  debate 
with  you,  or  fuch  as  have  the  fame  kind  of 
pretenfions  with  yours ;  for  by  what  stand- 
ard are  we  to  try  the  reality  of  your  claims, 
o:  the  propriety  of  your  condu6t?  If  we 
are  for  brmging  the  matter  to  the  bar  of  rea- 
fon,  you  demur  to  her  jurifdidtion.  If  the 
maxims  of  human  prudence,  the  decifions 
of  public  wifdom,  or  the  prefervation  of  good 
order  be  pleaded,  thefe  lefler  confiderations 
are  foon  over-ruled  by  the  neceffity "  of 
obeying  God,  rather  than   man."      If  the 

t  An  appellation  which  the  Moravians  frequently  give  to 
Chrift's  Apoftles. 

Caleb  above-mentjoned  was  recommended,  I  hear,  to  this 
fervice  by  one  of  the  foul-brethren,  and  has  a  father,  a  gifted 
perfon,  who  preaches  with  great  power  in  the  inland  parts  of 
the  kingdom.  It  was  by  this  trufty  hand,  that  the  letter, 
the  weighty  fubjeft  of  ourprefent  confideration,  was  fent  un- 
fealed.  He  had  not  been  long  with  his  mailer,  before  he 
conceived  himfelf,  and  exprefled  to  his  country-friends, 
great  hopes  of  his  fpeedy  converfion.  I  know  not  that  he 
was  any  way  concerned  in  the  manosvre,  by  which  it  was 
brought  about ;  but  a  writer  on  this  fubjedt  intimates,  that 
impoiitions  of  this  fort  have  not  been  uncommon,  "  Have 
"  you  never  heard  (fays  he)  of  ftories  that  have  pafled  con- 
♦'  cerning  fome  poor  deluded  people,  who  have  fancied 
'•  themfehes  infpired  ?  How  others  have  impofed  on  their 
♦'  weaknefs,  by  cunningly  contriving,  that  fome  voice  or 
*•  call  might  reach  their  ears,  which  was  nothing-  but  fome- 
"  body  unieen,"  &c.         Bayly's  £%  on  infpiration,  p.  30. 

^  au- 
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authority  of  fcripture  be  appelaled  to,  fcrlp- 
ture  is  not  to  be  underflood  by  the  life  of 
our  natural  faculties,  nor  is  to  be  judged  of 
by  the  fame  rules  which  help  to  diredl  our 
judgment  of  ether  writings ;  its  meaning 
your  brethren  tell  us,  is  only  to  be  appre- 
hended by  fome  extraordinary  ad:  of  fpiritual 
illumination.  If  the  certainty  of  thefe  fe- 
eret  communications  be  called  in  queflion, 
it  is  to  doubt  the  teflimony  of  your  fenfes, 
and  the  evidence  of  what  you  have  heard  or 
felt.  To  what  common  meafure  of  truth 
then  can  what  we  fay  be  referred,  while  you 
claim  to  ad  and  to  underftand  by  fomething 
like,  for  you  do  not  exprelly  vouch  it  to  be, 
a  divine  diredion,  and  I  can  only  pretend  to 
think  and  to  fpeak  "  after  the  manner  of 
men." 

However,  to  proceed  in  this  matter  as  well 
as  its  very  nice  and  peculiar  nature  will  ad- 
mit, let  us  look  at  your  own  account  of  that 
call,  which  firfl:  drew  you  out  as  an  adven- 
turer in  the  fields ;  which  releafed  you  from 
the  danger  you  and  your  flock  had  been  in, 
and  difengaged  you  from  the  long  and  pe- 
rilous adhefion  to  that  rock,  "  on  which  yoiv 
tell  us,  you  had  been  Jplitting  for  near  thirty 
years''     Your  firft  fecret mifgivings,  it  feems, 
that  yoti  were   not  right  yourfelf]  happened 
about  Chriftmas  17573  after  you  had y^r'u^^. 
0  curacy  for  fix  years  J  without  bringing  one  foul 

to. 
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io  Chriftj  ^.vA preached  as  iinfuccej'sfuUy  for  two 
years  fnore  at  the  pariJJj  of  E'verton  :  thefe 
mi fghings  growing  ftronger,  and  at  laft  pain- 
July  yen  jell  into  great  doubts^  cried  earnefdy 
to  the  Lord,  and  after  ten  days  crying^  heard 
the  fcl:  owing  wordsy  which  were  darted  ifito 
jour  7}iind  with  wondetfid  power,  and  jeemed 
i?ideed  like  a  'voice  from  heaven^  ''  ceafe  from 
thy  own  works  *." 

Whether  you  meant  to  found  on  this 
wonderful  incident  any  pretcnlions  to  an 
extraordinary  million,  I  cannot  pretend  to 
fay,  as  you  have  not  been  fo  explicit  as  to 
declare.  But  by  obferving  more  caution 
andreferve  on  this  fuhje(fl,  than  moft  of  your 
fraternity  have  done,  you  will  not  be  fo  open 
indeed,  as  fome  have  been,  to  the  charge 
of  prefumption,  but  then  you  will  not  be 
thought  to  march  forth  with  all  that  fullnefs 
of  authority,  with  which  others  of  your 
brethren  have  been  invefled.  However,  the 
fcales  fell  immediately  frG?n  your  eyes,  and  bv  a 
fudden  influx  of  divine  light,'^  conveyed  in 
this  extraordinary  way  to  your  underiiand- 
ing,  as  every  reader  I  think  will  apprehend 
the  relation,  you  clearly  faw  the  abo^cemen- 
tioned  rock,  were  convinced  of  the  danger- 
ous miftake  yourfelf  had  been  in,  and  were 
enabled  to  make  thofe  wonderful  difcoveries 
to  others,  which  we  fliall  fee  in  the  fequei. 

*  Letter,  p.  3. 

C  2  I  am 


[    12] 

I  am  not  now  difpofed  to  call  in  quefi-Ion 
the    credibility    or    certainty    of    this  divine 
communication,  which  I  know  is  held  by 
fome  to  be  the  moft  certain  and  undubitable 
of  all  our  knowledge ;  I  muft  only  beg  leave 
to  obferve,  that   whatever   alTurance  of  its 
original  it  might  produce  in  you,  it  cannot 
reafonably  be  fuppofed  to  produce  the  fame 
degree  of  allurance  in  me,  unlefs  it  bemiadc 
appear  to  me  by  fome  farther  evidence,  that 
it  really  came  from  the  father  of  light  and 
the    fource   of  knowledge;    who  doubtleis 
can,  and  has  on  fome  occalions  been  pleafed 
to   infufe  the  clcarefc  manifeiiations  of  his- 
will,  and  to  imprefs  the  mind  with  the  molt 
unqueilionable   conviction,  that  they    were 
fent  bv  him  ;  but  this  is  not  his  ufual   and 
ordinary    method   of   proceeding   with  his 
creatures. 

The  whole  do6lrine  of  heavenly  voices 
and  vifions,  of  fecret  impreffions  and  illu- 
minations, as  laid  down  by  our  modern  re- 
formers, has  this  natural  and  obvious  excep- 
tion in  its  way,  that  it  is  not  agreeable  to  the 
other  parts  of  God's  providential  adminillra- 
ticn,  nor  fuitable  to  the  nature  of  a  moral 
being,  placed  in  a  ftate  of  trial  and  proba- 
tion. We  are  not  .fenfible  that  God  does, 
nor  has  he  told  us  that  he  v/ill,  ufually  ma- 
nifefc  himfelf  by  any  extraordinary  ads  ot 
his    pov/er,   or    diiplav  of  his  prcfcnce ;  he 

leaves 
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leaves  us  to  difcern  him  in  the  order  of  his 
works,  and  the  regular  government  of  his 
providence.  He  has  given  us  his  written 
word,  as  the  ftanding  rule  of  our  reh'gious 
conduit  3  in  interpreting  and  applying  this 
rule  we  mufl  make  ufe  of  our  underftand- 
ing,  cultivated  in  the  beft  manner  we  are 
able,  and  furniflied  v/ith  all  the  helps  v/e 
can  procure.  What  affiftance  from  his  good 
fpirit  he  is  pleafed  to  give  us  for  apprehend- 
ing this  rule,  or  living  fuitably  to  it,  will 
doubtlefs  be  given  in  fuch  a  v\^ay,  as  is  con- 
fiflent  Vv^ith  our  liberty  and  the  free  exercife 
of  our  own  faculties. 

My  idea  of  gofpel-faith,  as  the  refult  of 
fair  and  impartial  enquiry,  or  the  tefl  of  an 
Ingenuous  and  unprejudiced  mind ;  as  having 
*  a  blefling  annexed  to  it,  on  account  of 
fome  rediiude  of  temper,  or  goodnefs  of 
chara(fter,  which  it  is  fuppofed  to  imply; 
as  founded  on  fufficient  evidence,  but  re- 
quiring candor  and  indufhy  to  examine  and 
acknowledge  that  evidence,  I  can  by  no 
means  reconcile  with  thofe  accounts  of  faith, 
which  make  it  a  fudden  and  momentary  adt, 
effed:ed  in  an  inftantaneous,  and  operating 
in  an  Irrefiflible  manner  f.  Where  con- 
vidllon  is  attained  by  fecret  and  fenfible  im- 
preffions,  without  any  proper  exertion  of  our 

*   John  20,   29. 

t  See  Mr.  Whitefield's  aod  Mr.  Vv'efley's  Journals  pq//!m. 
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own  faculties ;  and  where  the  co-operation 
of  the  will  feems  to  be  as  little  concerned, 
as  any  efforts  or  affiflance  of  the  under- 
ftanding. 

I  would  alfo  remind  you,  that  all  the  fa- 
mous religionifts  and  devotees  of  every  per- 
fuafion,  with  almoll  every  author  of  a  new 
fed  among  the  Romanifts,  have  put  in  their 
refpedive  claims  to  thefe  extraordinary  in- 
formations, and  pretended  to  adl  under  a 
divine  diredion.  The  founder  of  every  fo- 
ciety  in  that  communion,  every  male  and 
female  faint  in  their  calendar,  had  thefe  won- 
derful calls  and^-cormiiilTions  for  what  they 
taught  or  appointed,  and  yet  I  trufl  you  will 
not  think  yourfelf  obliged  to  believe  the 
truth  of  their  doclrines,  or  the  utility  of 
their  appointments.  The  whole  fucceffion 
of  HcErefiarchs  from  Montanus  down  to  the 
German  Count,  have  made  the  fame  con- 
fident pretentions.  You  will  fay  nothing,  I 
fuppofe,  in  defence  of  the  old  fenfualifl,  nor 
much  I  believe  for  the  modern  refiner  in 
fenfuality  5  whofe  hymns  exhibit  as  good  a 
fpecimen  of  pure  devotion,  as  his  fermons 
do  of  pradicai  divinity.  I  could  produce  a 
great  lift  of  thefe  holy  pretenders,  all  or 
any  of  whofe  claims  to  illumination  you 
would  be  loth  to  admit  -,  and  tho'  we  may 
think  better  of  your  honefly  and  underftand- 
ing,  than  of  the  others,  yet  yoi  will  not 
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wonder  at  our  hefitating  a  little  to  admit 
your  account  of  this  event  without  fome 
farther  evidence  or  explication  of  it's  mean- 
ing ;  as  it  does  not  appear  that  any  part  of 
the  vi^ritten  law  of  Chrift  was  to  be  explain- 
ed to  private  perfons,  as  the  old  law  was 
delivered  to  the  Jewifh  people,  by  a  voice 
from  Heaiefi. 

This  kind  of  evidence  may  be,  and  has 
been  made  ufe  of  by  fome  who  meant  to 
attack  chriftianity,  as  well  as  by  others,  who 
have  undertaken  to  fupport  it.  Lord  Her- 
bert, a  fenfible  and  ferious  writer,  is  gene- 
rally underftood  to  have  carried  on  an  in- 
diredt  attempt  againft  rcvebtion  in  his  trad: 
de  'veritate,  and  to  have  aimed  by  fome 
parts  of  his  reafoning  to  undermine  the 
foundation  on  which  it  ftands.  He  is  faid 
to  have  offered  an  earnell:  prayer  to  Heaven 
that  Ibme  fign  might  be  fent  to  fatisfy  his 
doubts,  whether  he  fhould  publifh  or  fup~ 
prefs  this  book.  Such  a  ^ign.  he  believed 
was  fent,  and  it  fatisfied  him.  "  A  loud, 
"  yet  gentle  voice,  as  he  relates  it,  came 
**  forth  from  the  heavens  (for  it  was  like 
"  nothing  on  earth)  which  did  fo  chear  and 
*'  comfort  me,  that  I  took  my  petition  as 
"  granted. — This  how  ftrange  foever,  adds 
"  he,  it  may  feem,  I  proteft  before  the  eter- 
"  nal  God  is  true,  neither  am  I  any  way  fu- 
l*  perftitioufly  deceived  therein,"  Now  what 
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are  we  to  think  of  fuch  a  marvellous  relation, 
given  by  fo  refpedlable  a  perfon,  and  ac- 
companied with  fuch  marks  of  iincerity  ? 
are  we  any  ways  direded  to  apply  to  heaven 
for  extraordinary  diredion  in  fuch  a  calc, 
or  encouraged  to  exped  fuch  an  inftance  of 
its  vifible  interpofition,  if  we  fhould  apply  ? 
Can  it  be  fuppofed,  that  the  ruler  of  the 
univerfe  would  thus  give  his  teftimony  in 
favour  of  a  work,  calculated  to  deftroy  that 
religion,  which  he  had  introduced  and  ef- 
tablifhed  by  fo  many  incontcllable  proofs  ? 
or  muft  we  imagine,  that  this  learned  man, 
fatisfied  with  the  impartiality  of  his  own 
refearches,  thought  he  had  difcovered  fome 
important  truths,  but  yet  doubted  about  the 
expediency  of  publifhing  them:  and  in  this 
flate  of  mind  interpreted  a  natural  incident, 
as  a  divine  diredion  to  do,  what  he  was  dif- 
pofed  to  do  himfelf  *  ? 

Moft  of  the  leaders,  with  whom  you 
now  concur  in  promoting  the  caufe  of  me- 
thodifm,  fet  out  v/ith  the  fame  confident 
afTurance  of  a  divine  commiffion,  or  fpeak 
of  their  defi2:nation  to  this  emoiovment  in 
fuch  language,  as  the  generality  of  their 
readers  will  apprehend  to  convey  that  mean- 
ing. They  were  favoured  with  calls  and 
diredions  from  heaven  on  almoil  every  oc- 
calion,  even  fuch  flight  and  trivial  ones,  as 

*  See  Leland'sView,  &c.  Lett.  2.  p,  i^.  23,  5cc.  Edit.  1757. 

would 


[  '7  ] 

would  not  juflify,  accordiang  to  the  common 
rules  of  judging,  fo  extraordinary  an  inter- 
pofition.  Whatever  bufinefs  they  are  en- 
gaged in,  though  Ibmetimes  of  no  mighty 
importance,  whatever  errand  they  go  about, 
though  often  not  of  the  greatefl  fignificancy, 
it  is  i^ill  the  Lord's  doing.  Whether  they  arc 
at  home  or  abroad,  in  good  or  evil  plight; 
whether  it  rains  or  clears  up,  whether  they 
efcape  a  fliower  or  are  wetted  by  it,  it  is  all 
owing  to  fome  divine  diredlion,  and  made 
to  anfwer  fome  great  purpofe  .  Every  thing 
about  them,  the  tempers  of  men,  the  wea- 
ther, the  feafons,  wonderfully  favour  and 
co-operate  with  their  particular  defigns,  as 
every  one,  who  Ihall  think  it  worth  his 
vv'hile,  may  fee  in  the  authentic  relations  of 
thefe  celebrated  Journaliil:s. 

But  Mr.Whitetield  himfelf,  it  feems,  had 
early  trials  and  buffetings  by  bad  fpirits,  as 
well  es  kind  affiilances  and  infufiOns  from 
eood  ones.  Som.e  little  incidents  of  his 
youth,  which  a  ilander-by  might  be  apt  to 
impute  to  obftinacy  of  temper  cr  llownefs  of 
underfbanding,  are  only  to  be  accounted  for 
upon  this  fjppoiition.  His  incapacity  to 
write,  and  his  unwillingnefs  to  attend  the 
outward  means  of  improvement,  were  ow- 
ing to  the  delufions  of  this  malignant  being. 
Thas  he  relates  the  matter.  ''  l^he  deiil 
fcJh  i:}^pcjcd  iitiv.  me  in  tic  ?::c:tLrrf  ?riy  college- 
D  excrcijls. 
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cxercifcs.  I  had  fio  pouoer  to  ccmpofe  or  write  a 
imrdy  had  a  violent  inward  check  not  to  go 
do%vn  into  the  hall-,  the  next  week  he  ferved  me 
fo  again  \  ?ny  Tutor ^  as  well  he  mighty  took  me 
to  be  really  jfiad*." 

Many  of  your  brethren  It  muftbe  owned, 
from  long  pradice  in  thefe  matters,  have  at- 
tained to  wonderful  ikill  in  difcovering  the 
artifices  and  dete(fling  the  difguifes  of  thefe 
malicious  beings.  They  have  found  them  out 
in  many  a  fubtle  and  wily  ftratagem,  where 
perfons  of  lefs  experience  would  have  been 
deceived.  It  is  therefore  very  furprizing  to 
me,  that  they  did  not  better  underftand  the 
dcvifcs  of  Satan,  than  to  liften  to  his  (\iggt(' 
tions  about  publifliing  what  they  wrote : 
that  when  they  had  feen  him  alTume  fuch  a 
variety  of  Ihapes,  they  fliould  not  difcern 
him  lurking  under  the  appearance,  and  fe- 
ducing  them  to  this  fad  inlfance  of  indifcre- 
tion  in  the  queftionablc  fhape  of  a  printer's 
boy.  By  this  unwary  ftep  they  have  done 
incredible  mifchief  to  your   caufej    as  the 

*  Mr.  W.  found  means  to  comfort  himfelf  under  this  in- 
ability to  write  by  a  lucky  expedient,  viz.  the  application  of 
a  prophetic  dcfcription  to  himfelf;  when  unable  to  compofe 
any  thing,  (fays  he)  I  found  a  quotation  out  of  Ezekiel, 
*'  }  cn-ig  P,ophet,  thoujkalt  he  dumb,  but  'when  I /peak  unto  thee, 
then  Jh alt  thcu  /peak  i'^  ^Mch  made  me  quite  eajy,  i  ft  Deal- 
ings  p.  67. 

Though  the  Lord  has  a  thoufand  times  over  told  me,  (fays 
?;ir.  Seward)  that  he  loved  me  with  an  everlalbng  love  ;  yet 
fatan  had  the  impudence  to  tell  mc. — that  I  was  like  Judas, 
anJ  v/ould   betray  Chrill.      lourn. 

mvfteries 
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niylleries  of  methodifm  are  laid  open  to  un- 
hallowed eyes  y  as  not  only  thofe  pretenfions, 
which  could  not  fail  to  have  raifed  admira- 
tion, when  couched  under  dubious  expreiii- 
ons  and  thrown  out  in  extemporary  effufions 
to  the  people,  are  now  fubjed:  to  be  fcruti- 
nized  by  fceptical  men  ;  but  their  miftakes, 
conceits  and  inadvertencies,  their  foibles  and 
failings,  ftand  nov^r  recorded  in  lafting  cha- 
ra(5lers,  cruelly  expofed  to  the  laughter  of 
the  incredulous,  and  the  feoff  of  the  pro- 
phane. 

Some  of  them  however,  particularly  Mr. 
Whitefield,  have  frankly  acknowledged  both 
errors  in  opinion,  and  miftakes  in  condudi:. 
He  has  been  willing  to  revoke  fome  hafty 
cenfures,  and  to  own  that  wild  Jire  had  been 
mixed  with  the  holy  Jire  of  zeal;  he  has  re- 
called fome  prefumptuous  claims,  fuch  as  his 
having  alTumed  too  apojlolical  a  Jlile,  prefer- 
red inward  imprejjions  to  the  written  word^  and 
fpoken  too  much  by  his  own  Jpirit^  when  he 
thought  he  had  been  /peaking  by  the  Spirit  of 
God.  He  now  doubts  about  the  certainty  of 
thefe  infufions  which  he  felt  fo  clearly,  and 
the  reality  of  thofe  gifts  which  he  valued  fo 
highly*.  This  ingenuous  confeffion  may  in 
fome  meafure  attone  for  his  former  prefump- 

*  See  Mr.  Whitefield's  Letter  written  on  board  the  brig-?^ 
Betfey,  and  inferted  in  the  2d  part  of  "  The  Enthufiafm  oF 
*^  Methodiils  and  Papills  compared."  p.  23. 
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tlon,  and  as  it  contains  a  renunciation  of  his 
moll  important  pretenfions,  ought  to  have 
fome  efFtdt  in  opening  the  eyes  of  his  fol- 
lowers. I  would  recommend  it  to  your  cool 
and  ferious  confideration. 

You,  Sir,  arcalfoa  man;  a  great  one  in- 
deed, but  fallible;  fubjeft  to  like  palTions, 
and  liable  to  the  fame  inlirmities  with  others. 
You  prefume,  on  your  having  been  fo  highly 
favoured  as  to  have  had  a  mdftake,  you  had 
long  been  under,  redified  by  an  extraordi- 
nary revelation,  by  a  '-coice  or  ivhat  feemed  like 
a  voice  from  hea^cen\  a  great  diftindion,  but 
not  experienced  by  common  chriftians,  nor 
promifed  under  the  gofpel-covenant;  a 
means  of  convidion,  net  fuitable  to  the  ordi- 
narv  courfe  of  God's  difpenfations,  and  there- 
fore  not  to  be  believed  by  yourieif  without 
the  fuileil:  affurance,  nor  to  be  credited  by 
others  without  the  clear  eft  evidence.  You 
apprehend  much  danger  to  our  fpiritual  con- 
dition from  felf-righteoufnefs,  do  you  think 
none  is  to  be  apprehended  from  felf-impoi-t- 
ance  ?  This  appears  to  me  as  dangerous  and 
deceitful  a  diforder,  as  any  of  thofe,  by  which 
the  mind  of  man  can  be  affeded ;  this  is  apt 
to  fwell  men  with  prefumpdon,  to  raife  in 
them  loftv  thoughts  of  their  own  fignlficnncy, 
and  infpire  diCm  with  flrange  conceits  of  be- 
ing the  peculiar  favourites  of  heaven ;  this 
may  deceive  well-difpofed  perfons,  it  hns  de- 
ceived 
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celved,  as  we  have  fccn,  the  ^ccry  elect,  who 
-miftook,  by  their  own  confeilionj  the  fa^^gef- 
tions  of  vanitv  for  theinfufions  of  erace.  and 
the  fumes  of  aa  over-heated  fancy  for  direc- 
tions from  the  Spirit  of  God. 

Bat  you  lay  great  ftrefs  on  the  facccfs  of 
your  prefent  labours,  as  if  Godherel^y  gave  a 
publick  atteflation,  "  that  he  hieffed  a?:d owned 
ycur  minijiry.  As  focn  as  e''ccr  I  preached 
jfefiis  Chnji  and  faith  in  his  bloody  hclie'vers 
•were  then  added  to  the  church  ccntinuaUy :"  *  for 
as  you  feem  to  afiert,  though  you  do  not 
chufe  to  do  it  in  exprefs  terms,  fomething 
like  an  apofiolick  million,  you  and  the  relt 
of  your  fraternity  generally  ailume  a  ftilc, 
fuitahle  to  the  dignity  of  your  chara;flcr  and 
the  importance  of  your  errand.  But  0.3 people j 
yen  fay,  flock  fro7n  all  parts  to  hear,  delivered 
now  irom  your  moutli  in  its  native  purity, 
the  glorious  found  of  the  Gcfpel,  did  no  reflec- 
tion ever  occur  to  your  mind  on  this  occa- 
fion,  did  no  other  reafon  of  this  concourfe 
offer  itfelf,  but  one  fo  favourable  to  your 
caufe,  I  had  almoft  fliid  (o  flatterino:  to  vour 
vanity ;  but  vanity  fure  under  your  prefent 
fpirituai  attainmicnts  muR-  have  been  laid 
afide,  as  well  as  all  tlie  otlier  grccelefs  fur- 
niture cf  the  old  many.  Did  you  never  once 
think,  that  the  power  of  novelty  was  a  cir- 


*    id  Letter,   p.  I  •^. 

■j-  Dr.  Warburton's  fcrmon  on  Edification.  ^:r. 


cumfiancc, 


[    22    J 

cumflance,  which  might  co-operate  a  little 
with  your  own  endeavours,  and  have  its 
fliare  in  drawing  this  numerous  crowd  after 
you  ?  One  who  has  duely  attended  to  the 
common  courfe  of  events,  mud  have  obferved, 
in  a  variety  of  inftaoces  the  wonderful  force 
of  this  paliion  for  what  appears  neW ;  and 
will  fee  abundant  reafon  to  conclude,  that 
elocution  from  a  itool,  or  vociferation  from  a 
hillock,  whatever  fort  of  religious  information 
may  be  delivered  from  thence,  will  ad 
with  much  more  efted:  upon  the  multitude, 
than  any  kind  of  fober  inftrudion,  given  in 
a  plain  way  and  from  that  old-fafhioned  emi- 
nence, the  pulpit. 

If  to  this  newnefs  in  the  manner,  you  add 
a  little  of  the  marvellous  in  the  matter,  its 
power  of  affeding  will  be  increafed,  and  it 
will  be  received  with  more  avidity  of  atten- 
tion, proportionably  to  the  quantity  of  the 
wonderful  it  contains.  When  you  harangue 
the  fv/ains  at  Everton,  you  are  by  your  own 
account  well  attended}  but  St.  Francis,  I 
doubt  not,  when  he  preached  to  the  fwal- 
lows,  was  attended  much  better ;  a  metho- 
dic, when  he  preaches  up  falvation  hy  faith 
(done,  will  draw  numbers  about  him ;  if  he 
does  it  in  the  utmofl  latitude  of  the  Anti- 
nomian  principle,  and  to  the  abfolute  ex- 
clufion  of  all  works,  he  may  be  expected  to 
draw  much  greater;  but  ihould  any  one  un- 
dertake 


[  23  ] 
dertake  to  bring  all  the  fheep  and  afTes  in 
the  fields  to  hear  him,  as  the  above-menti- 
oned faint  is  faid  to  have  done  *,  I  would  lay 
money  on  his  fide,  that  he  outdoes  them 
both. 

Some  oblique  flrokes  of  fatire  on  the  in- 
dolence, felf-intereft  and  corruption  of  mo- 
dern preachers,  will  likewife  take  mightily 
with  the  populace,  and  never  fail  to  raife  you 
in  their  efteem.  No  diverfion  tickles  the 
fancy  of  the  mob  fo  much,  (acircumilance, 
which  you  doubtlefs  have  found  out)  as 
when  one  of  their  betters  is  brought  in  to  be 
baited.  If  it  be  one  of  the  worldly-minded 
clergy,  who  minds  the  fleece  more  than  the 
flock,  the  pleafure  is  much  improved  and  the 
triumph  is  confiderably  heightened.  A  Jew 
or  a  relapfe  will  pretty  well  fatisfy  the  appe- 
tite of  fome  Popifli  countries,  but  you  can- 
not give  the  rabble  here  a  higher  treat,  than 
by  ferving  up  one  of  your  own  order  for 
theic  entertainment. 

The  dodtrines  of  Free  Grace,  Eledlionand 
Reprobation  will  alfo  be  wonderfully  and 
always  pleafing  to  a  popular  audience.  The 
gracious  diftribution  of  fpiritual  gifts  without 
any  regard  to  the  merit  or  qualifications  of 
thofe,  to  whom  they  are  given  :  the  rank  to 
which  the  yjiaii  of  low  degree  en  eai'th  is  to  be 
advanced  as  one  of  theEled:  or  favourites  of 

*  Book  of  Conformities,  fol.  280,  281. 

lieaven  ; 
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heaven  i  the  general  and  undifcriminatinp^ 
denunciation  of  woe  againft  thofe,  who  in 
their  Ufe-tims  kav9  recei'ued  their  good  things ; 
thefe  topicks  never  fail  to  engage  the  atten- 
tion and  gain  applaufe  from  thole  of  the 
lower  clafs :  and  they  will  pleafe  more  in 
the  hands  and  under  the  fliillful  direction  of 
a  mailer,  v/ho  can  iiluf!:rate  them  in  that  fa- 
miliar way,  v/hich  is  fo  level  to  the  capacity 
oF  all  hii;  hearers  3  v/ho  has  the  happy  talent 
of  adorning  them  v/ith  that  fpecies  of  oratory, 
the /'^i/'/VvVc.'  &  c:'e;j.i//hm  dicerJi  gemis,  in  which 
your  brotherhood  is  allowed  fo  much  to  ex- 


c; 


A^:,  it  may  be  difficult  to  abflraft  lov/  and 
eioveling  minds  from  the  grofsnefs  of  mate- 
rial things,  it  may  be  and  has  often  been 
dangerous  to  the  pubiick  peace,  to  raife  in 
the  vu]<V-^i*  too  high  notions  of  their  favour 
and  intereil:  in  heaven ;  for  v/hatever  defcrip- 
-tion  of  fpiritual  rev/ards  or  images  of  celef- 
tial  happincfs  you  may  fet  before  their!,  I 
much  doubt  whether  they  v/ill  not  diredt 
their  thoughts  to  nieer  obiedts  of  fenfe,  will 
not  Avcll  with  the  exuediation  of  earthly 
bleffings,  and  plume  th-imfelveson  the  value 
of  ihofe  reverfionary  pofleirions,  which  will 
fiill  to  their  fiiLirc,  ivhai  the Jaints  come  to  in- 
herit the  earth  ■^. 

Nor 

*  Tiie  liiflory  of  Entlvjfiafm  abounds  with  inftances, of  this 
kiadi  a  very  reriiarkabl^on"  is  faid  to  have  happened  lately 

ia 


■        [   25   ] 

Nor  is  It  a  fmall  recommendation  cf  thefe 
docftrines  to  the  common  people,  that  as 
every  thino;  is  renrefented  to  be  done  for 
them  by  the  all-fufHcient  merits  of  a  Savi- 
our,  httle  or  nothing  is  underflood  to  re- 
main that  can  be  prope;ly  done  by  them- 
felves.  Obligations  of  duty  are  in  a  great 
meafure  fuperfcded,  attention  to  behave  pro- 
perly under  all  the  various  relations  of  life  is 
held  by  many  to  be  unnecefTary,  any  attempts 
to  improve  in  virtuous  living  may  be  deemed 
prefumptuous  by  fome,  and  ads  of  an  arro- 
gant fclf-righteoufnefs  J  or  probably  the  dan- 
gerous artifices  of  fatan  to  feduce  them  from 
the  right  way  of  falvation  f.    It  is  thus  much 

Jn  the  neighbourhocd  of  Nottingham.  The  Elcft  were 
taught  to  expeft  fome  extraordinary  acknowledgment  of  their 
caule,  and  vifible  interpofition  in  their  favour.  Swords  were 
to  come  from  heaven,  with  which,  like  Jofliua,  they  fliould 
Conquer  the  devoted  people,  and  divide  their  land.  By  fome 
management  a  day  was  inadvertently  fixed  upon  for  the  ac- 
complifhment  of  thefe  great  things.  The  day  came,  but  no 
heavenly  weapons  were  fent,  no  fupernatural  appearance? 
feemed  to  favour  the  attempt.  It  pad  and  nothing  was 
done.  By-ftanders  began  to  laugh,  the  doubtful  and  waver- 
ing revolted,  the  faithful  themfelves  were  many  of  them  dif- 
conccrted,  and  air;;/  aiiay  forro-vful,  for  though  thej  had  nor, 
they  expefted  ta  ha^ve  had,  great  pojpjjjons. 

t  Mr.  Weflev  complains,   that  multitudes  ceafe  from  all 

means  of  grace; make  a  jeil  of  going  to  church,  Isc 

and  are  tempted  to  leave  off  good  works  in  order  to  increafe 

their  faith. He  cites  a  Moravian  expounder,  as  affirming 

openly,  that  "  as  many  go  to  hell  by  praying,  as  by  thiev- 
ing."-  Jour.  4. 

The  legendary  v/riters  go  farther,  and  tellu.s,  that  thedevil, 
to  carry  on  forne  purpofe.  of  his  own,  iias  been  found  out  at 
mafj  and  confe'l'on,  difguifed  in  the  habit  of  a  monk. 

E  eaiier 
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cafier  to  take  hold  of  eternal  life  by  a- 
confident  perfuafion,  that  they  are  the  ele(5t 
and  the  accepted,  and  to  be  warmed  mto 
holy  raptures  by  the  contemplation  of  this 
glorious-  profpedlj  than  to  feek  it  in  the  beaten 
track  of  gofpel-obedicnce,  by  treading  the 
dead  flat  of  duty,  and  dragging  on  in  the  in- 
fipid  famenefs  of  a  fober  and  religious 
life. 

One  might  however  naturally  exped  from 
one  commiffioned  in  fo  extraordinary  a  man- 
ner, and  the  difcharge  of  v/hofe  commiffioii 
was  attended  with  fuch  wonderful  fuccefs,. 
that  all  his  proceedings  lliould  breathe  fordi 
the  genuine  fpirit  of  the  gofpel,  that  what- 
ever he  faid  or  did  fhould  exhibit  the  fairefl 
marks  and  characters  of  an  embaffador  from 
Chriffc.  It  is  with  concern  I  am  forced  to 
acknowledge,  that  there  does  not  appear  to 
me  in  your  writings  or  pradice  that  humi- 
lity of  mind,  that  candour  of  judgment,  tha': 
good-will  towards  your  brethren,  which  I 
fhould  look  upon  as  the  moft  certain  tokens 
of  a  perfon  truly  regenerated,  and  theclearefl 
charaderiftics  of  one  fo  highly  favoured  of 
God.  What  you  fometimes  fay  is  fo  con- 
trary to  the  beft  notions  I  have  been  able  to 
form  of  a  truly  chriftian  and  charitable  tem- 
per, that  I  cannot  read  the  following  fen- 
tence  without  being  chilled  with  horror  at 
the  grave  and  deliberate  cruelty  with  which 

it 
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It  is  uttered.  '^  Have  yon  ccuftantly  preached 
this  doBrine^  {viz.  that  men  muft  be  faved 
partly  by  faith  and  partly  by  works  i)  "  thefi 
•*'  youjnay  be  certainly  ajfured  of  the fe  two  things. 
*^  iy?j  That  y 01/  have  never  yet  brought  one  Jbul 
*'  to  Chriji  by  your  fninijiry -J  and  idly^  that 
*'  you  are  not  yet  in  the  way  of  falvation  your- 

"'fir- 

Could  any  one,  who  has  not  been  lifted 
up  to  the  higheft  pitch  of  fanatical  affurance 
.by  voices  and  impreffions  and  experiences, 
thus  radily  dare  to  determine  a  point,  which 
lies  beyond  the  reach  of  human  knowledge  ? 
or  pronounce  thus  prefumptuouily  in  a  mat- 
ter, wherein  the  icriptures  have  made  no 
cxprefs  declaration  ? — but  what  prepofterous 
conduit  is  it  in  you,  who,  while  you  charge 
the  clergy  with  advancing  to  Rome  and 
preaching  papiftical  dod:rineS;  are  pradifing, 
as  if  you  were  already  arrived  there,  the 
wcrft  of  papiftical  tricks,  in  excluding  from 
falvatlon  all  thofe  who  happen  to  differ 
from  you  in  opinion.  This  rigour  of  judg- 
ment is  ftill  more  to  be  wondered  at,  as  con- 
trary to  thofe  qualified  fentiments,  and  in- 
conlillent  with  that  great  moderation  of  tem- 
per, which  fome  of  your  leaders  have  openly 
profeffed  on  this  fubjed:.  "Tis  a  poi?it  we 
chiefly  infjl  upon^   fays  Mr.  Welley  f,  that  or- 

*   id  Lett.  p.   13. 
"f  Plain  Account,  p.  4. 
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thodoxy^  or  right  opinions^  is  at  Left  but  a  "oery 
Jletider  part  of  religion^  if  any  part  cf  it  at 
all. 

I  am  difpofed  to  think  well   of  your  good 
meaning,  yet  there  are  many  appearances  in 
your  condudlj  if  credit  may  be  given  to  fome 
of  your   hearers,  which  look  a  little  unto- 
ward, and  are  difficult  to  be  accounted  for ; 
you  are  attended  it  feems  in   thofe  frequent 
harangues,    w^ith  which  you  have  ^r  fome 
time  amufed   the  peafantry   of  this    neigh- 
bourhood,    with    a    conftant    number    of 
groaners,  fighers,    tumblers  and  convulfio- 
nifls.      Thefe  occafionally   break  out  into 
fuch  a  dreadful   concert  of  fcreams,  bowl- 
ings   and    lamentations,    as    furprizcs    and 
fliocks  the  fober  part  of  your  audience,  who 
are  in  doubt  whether  to  afcribe  thofe  fudden 
explofions  to  the  catching  nature  of  enthu- 
fiafm,  or  the  unufual  power  of  methodiftical 
oratory.     You  are  reported  to  ufe   on  thcle 
occafions  fome  ftrange  expreffions*,   which, 
accompanied  with  a  loud  tone  of  voice,  ve- 
hement gefturc,  wild  looks,  and  that  terrible 
relievo  v/hich    is    fometiines    given    to    the 
cheeks  and  eyes  of  a    field-preacher,  mull 
flrongly  operate  on  weak  minds,  and  ftrike 

*  \Ar.ior;g  othfr  llrange  snd  rufpicloiis  ones  the  following; 
Lave  been  related  to  nie  by  one  of  yi.<ur  hearers.  "  Fall  ! 
*'  -ivoni  ycu  full !  ■■v:hy  iLn't  yoii  full  !  better  fall  here,  than 
'^  full  into  h.ll  r 
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terror  into  an    ignorant  and  unexperienced 


multitude. 


We  know  not  enough  perhaps  of  our  own 
frame,  or  the  fecret  operations  of  nature,  to 
judge  with  certainty  about  fome  unuiuai  ap- 
pearances, or    to   pronounce   whether  they 
are  the  effefts  of  enthufiaim  and  a  difordered 
conftitution,  or  the  artifices  of  impoflure,  or 
the  workings  of  fome  invifible  power.     You, 
I  find,  Gfprefs  yourfelf  in  fuch  a  manner  on 
thefe  occafions,  as  if  vou  beheved,  or  would 
have  others  believe,  that  they  were  not  na- 
tural diforders,   but  owing  to  the  agency  of 
fome  invifible  being,  though  you  fpeak  in 
doubtful  terms  as   to  the  nature  and  quality 
of  that  being  j    you  fomelimes  fugged,  that 
they  are  the  violent  alTaults  of  fatan,  flrug- 
gling  with  his  prey ;    fcmetimes,  that  they 
are  the  extraordinary   opei-ations   of  Gods 
Spirit,  exerting  itfelf  in  fits  of  converfion.    I 
delire  to  know,  Sir,  what  authority  you  have 
for  fuggeftions  of  this  kind;  for  if  you  have 
not  good  authority,  you  will,  I  am  afraid,  lie 
under  fome  fufpicion  of  pradifing  upon  the 
weaknefs  and  credulity  of  the  people. 

I  have  not  heard,  that  you  have  diflin- 
guiflied  yourfelf  by  any  ofthofe  feats,  about 
which  many  of  your  brethren  have  fb  much 
boafted,  in  difpofieffing  thefe  wicked  be- 
ings from  that  dominion  they  had  ufurped 
over  the  bodies  cf  men,     Howc'\'er,  as  you 

have 
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have  often  intimated  to  j-our  audience,  that 
thofe  ftrange  contortions  are  owing  to  tho 
power  of  thefe  beings,  I  fliould  be  glad  to 
know  whether  you  have  any  certain  rules, 
as  the  Romiih  exorcifts  are  faid  to  have,  by 
which  you  can  diftinguifh  thefe  common 
diforde.s  from  dacmoniacalpoilcilions  j  or  any 
clear  marks  to  dired  you  in  judging  be- 
tween the  aflaultsof  a  bad,  and  the  agitati- 
ons of  a  good  fpiriti  I  fhould  be  pleafed 
with  any  information  in  this  difficult  point 
to  fecure  myfelf  and  others,  as  fir  as  I  can, 
from  the  danger  of  delulion.  But  if  you 
have  no  better  helps  to  judge  of  this  matter, 
than  common  chriftians  have,  how  can  you 
prefume  to  fuggefl:,  that  thefe  bitter  cries 
are  extorted  from  your  followers  j  thefe 
wreathings  and  diftortions  of  the  body  are 
occalioned  by  the  unwilling  departure  of 
thefe  invifible  beings ;  or  that  they  are  out- 
ward figns,  which  attefl:  the  inward  work 
of  God  >  the  throes  of  regeneration,  and  the 
pangs  of  the  new-birth*. 

C)ther  inftances  of  your  condu6l  in  this 
new  miniftry  are  mentioned,  which  though 

*  Your  brethren  indeed  agree  with  you  in  this  notion. 
"  It  is  in  the  fpiritual  as  in  the  natural  life,  fays  one;  fome 
feel  more,  f  me  lefs ;  but  all   experience  pangs  and  travels, 

f'er  Chrifl  is   formed   in  them. As  my  mother  bore  me 

with  great  pain,  (fays  another,  3d  Journ.)  fo  did  I  feel  great 
pain  in  my  foul,  and  I  was  in  this  violent  agony  for  about 
•  our  ho'.irs^  then  began  to  feel  I  was  born  again." 

no 
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no  way  blameable  in  themfelves,  carry  with 
them  the  appearance  of  more  art  and  ma- 
nagement, than  is  agreeable  to  that  charac- 
ter of  gofpel-fimplicity,  which  you  are  fo 
fond  of  affeding.  As  you  have  approached 
nejirer  to  the  feat  of  learning,  and  been 
fometimes  attended  by  perfons  of  fomewhat 
a  more  improved  understanding,  than  the 
generality  of  your  hearers,  you  have  been 
cbferved  to  lower  that  extravagant  and  en- 
thufiaftic  rank  you  were  ufed  to  practice,  to 
foften  that  dreadful  and  reprobating  lan- 
guage with  which  you  were  wont  to  terrify 
the  vulgar,  and  to  corred,  in  manyrefpedts, 
that  fooliilmefs  of  preaching,  in  which  at 
other  times  you  we.e  fo  apt  to  indulge. 

Some  of  your  female  followers,  who  in 
hearing  you  have  been  frequently  feized 
with  convulfive  motions,  and  been  remark-^ 
able  for  fcreaming,  groaning  and  dropping 
to  the  ground,  yet  feem  not,  as  far  as  people 
can  judge  from  outward  demeanour,  to  be 
reclaimed  from  habits  of  vice  by  thefe  feem- 
ingly  horrible  and  repeated  fufferings.  Tho' 
they  have  experienced  fuch  agonies  of  mind 
and  body,  have  in  the  language  of  your  fed:, 
Jiiffered  the  'wrath  of  God,  felt  the  two-edged 
fnx)ord^  and  had  their  hearts  gna'wed  by  the  dogs 
of  hell  ,  yet  feveral  of  them  ftill  continue  to 
give  offence  to  ferious  perfons  by  a  iocfe  and 

*  WeQev's  3d  Jcurn.  73,  93,  &c. 
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dlibrdcrly  behaviour  i  which  I  do  not  men- 
tion as  a  matter  that  ouc;ht  to  throw  the  Icall 
reflection  upon  you,  but  which  mull:  occadoii 
fom^  iurprize  or  Ipcculation  among  others. 

They  reibrted  to  your  preaching  in  the 
manner  you  feem  to  require,  as  Jhincrs 
heavy  laden  \  for  fome  of  them  bore  abouc 
them  {{\^  indifputaUe  marl^.s  and  carried  ths 
vil.bie  burthen  of  their  fin.  But  from  many 
outward  figns,  which  fell  under  your  ncticG 
fmce  that  time, ,  you  might  judge  more  fa- 
vourably of  the  inward  condition  of  their 
minds,  ihan  I  am  afraid  they  deferve.  You 
might  apprehend  from  the  frequent  fits  of 
Gpnyerfion  into  which  they  fell,  that  they 
were  really  converted  to  a  fober  hf;  and 
converfation  ;  but  the  cafe,  if  I  am  rightly  in- 
formed, is  otherwilc,  and  they  are  as  liable  to 
be  feduced  as  ever  hy  the  wiles  of  the  eminy. 

However  it  muft  be  very  comfortable  lo 
one  of  thefe  frail  fillers,  and  doubtiefs  a  good 
reafon  for  her  attending  on  fuch  outward 
means  and  opportunities  of  comfort,  if  (lie 
fliould  be  addrefied  by  you  in  the  confola- 
tory  manner,  lately  ufedby  one  of  your  fra- 
ternity J  Art  thou  a  Jinner?  Mighty  ivelll — 
Art  thou  a  vile  and  reprobate  jinner'^  Better 
Jiilll — -/irt  thou  a  loft  and  undo72e  fimerl  Bell 
of  all  I  it  ivas  for  fuch  as  thee,  that  Chrifl 
died. 

We 


[33  ] 

We  come  at  lengt'-  to  the  fubftance  of  the 
important  meflage,  which  was  conveyed  to 
you  in  the  wonderful  manner  you  relate,  and 
fee7ned  indeed  (for  nothing  is  of  more  ufe  than 
a  prudent  refcrve  on  thefe  nice  occafions) 
like  a  voice  from  heaveii.  It  was  neither  more 
nor  lefs,  it  feems,  than  thisfentence,  "  Ceafe 
from  thy  own  ivorks"  Yet  this  is,  if  I  miliake 
not,  a  leading  and  favourite  tenet  of  that  fed, 
whofe  principles  you  difown,  againfl  whom 
you  have  born  a  preaching  tejUmony,  and  who 
in  return  revile  and  detejl  you.  By  the  beffc 
light  and  information  I  have  been  able  to 
procure  about  the  opinions  or  praftices  of 
the  Moravians,  from  others  as  well  as  from 
yourfelf,  I  fhould  not  have  imagined  fo  near 
an  affinity  or  intercourfe  to  have  been  eila- 
blifhed  between  heaven  i^nd  them,  that  their 
ftrange  principles  or  language  Ihould  have 
had  the  fandion  snd  authority  of  a  voice 
from  thence. 

What  the  works  were,  from  which  you 
were  required  by  this  authoritative  merfap-e 
to  ceafe,  you  muft  heft  know.  Againft  all 
bad  ones,  and  even  the  appearance  of  them, 
as  far  as  we  can  guard  againll  it,  we  have 
the  exprefs  and  authentic  commands  of  holv 
writ  to  warn  us ;  to  good  works  of  every  kind 
we  are  excited  by  its  precepts,  encouraged 
by  its  promifes,  animated  by  its  examples. 
To  promote  ir.deed  the  fmccre  and  uniform 
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pradice  of  thefe  Chrifl:  came  from  heaven ; 
and  I  can't  eafily  bring  myfelf  to  think,  that 
a  voice  fhould  be  fent  from  thence  to  fruf- 
trate  any  part  of  his  commiffign,  much  lefs 
to  counterad  the  chief  defign  and  end  of  his 
coming. 

But  we  are  not  to  adhere  too  clofely  to 
the  letter,  we  muft  ufe  fome  latitude  to  iind 
out  the  proper  meaning  and  interpretation  of 
this  mellage:  it  was  meant  to  corredl  a 
wrong  and  dangerous  notion  you  had  all 
along  entertained;  you  had  hoped  to  be  faved 
partly  in  your  own  Jiame^  and  partly  inChriJi's 
name],  this  dependence,  Sir,  on  the  virtue 
and  efficacy  of  names  will  ever  be  a  fallaci- 
ous ground  of  hope  in  religion,  as  too  great 
a  reliance  on  their  authority  has  proved  a 
fruitful  fource  of  errors  in  fcience.  Millakes 
of  this  fort  fprung  up  early  in  the  chriilian 
church  ;  much  was  expeded  by  fome  from 
the  credit  and  merits  of  their  refpedtive  lea- 
ders, while  one  was  of  Paul,  another  of 
Apollos,  and  another  of  Cephas  j  the  fame 
kind  of  expedatipns  may  probably  have  been 
nii.'cd  in  their  followers  from  the  high  cha- 
racter of  fome  apoftolical  men  among  our- 
felves  j  v/hile  v;e  plain  chriftians  believe,  as 
we  have  been  taught,  that  falvation  is  to  be 
liad  by  no  other  name  under  heaven  but  his, 
who  has  pubiifhed  to  all  men  the  new  cove- 
nant of  grace,    and  made  faiih  and   good 

works 
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works  the  appointed  means  of  iecuring  to 
themfelves  the  benefits  of  this  covenant. 

Here  it  will  be  proper  to  enter  on  a  more 
particular  and  exa6t  confideration,  what  are 
the  terms  of  our  acceptance  with  God ;  what 
are  the  ordinary  conditions  of  falvation,  as 
laid  before  us  in  the  gofpel,  the  gracious 
charter  of  our  chriflian  privileges ;  or  as  oc- 
caiionally  explained  in  any  of  thofe  writings, 
which  we  believe  to  be  of  divine  original, 
and  which  may  be  ufeful  for  our  farther  in- 
ilrudion  in  righteoufiiefs.     . 

Could  this  matter  be  debated  on  thofe 
common  principles,  with  which  we  are  ac- 
quainted; by  the  known  rules  ofreafoning 
and  interpreting  all  other  writings,  we  might 
come  to  lome  probable  decifion,  and  leave 
themerits  of  the  caufe,  when  we  had  flated 
it  as  clearly,  and  fupported  it  as  ftrongly  as 
we  could,  to  the  underllanding  of  the  rea- 
der ;  but  if  you  pretend  to  extraordinary 
communications,  with  v/hich  we  are  unac- 
quainted ;  if  you  have  recourfe  to  particular 
impreffions,  experiences,  and  influxes  of 
light,  by  which  you  are  enabled  clearly  to 
fee  all  divine  truths,  and  fenfibly  to  feel 
conviction ;  though  v/e  muft  not  deny  the 
clear nefs  or  certainty  of  what  you  fee  or 
feel,  yet  your  feeing  or  feeling  cannot  rea- 
fonably  be  fuppofed  to  have  the  effed:  of  fa- 
F  2  tisfying 
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tisfyinf^  us,   v;bo    ha^-e  not  been    favoured 
with  the  fame  means  of  convidion  *. 

The  great  Father  of  lights,  who  pcr- 
feiftly  knows  all  the  various  inlets  of  know- 
ledge, and  to  whofe  view  every  avenue  to 
the  human  mind  is  open,  can  doubtlcfs  hn- 
prefs  upon  it  any  communications,  he  may 
be  pleafed  to  make,  with  a  fullnefs  of  evi- 
dence that  is  unqueftionable,  and  a  degree 
of  iorce,  that  is  irrefiftible.  He  can  do  this 
on  anv  occafion,  and  we  know  he  has  done 
it  on  fome  extraordinary  ones.  But  we 
know  alfo,  that  this  has  not  been  his  ufual 
wav  of  dealing  with  rational,  fr^e^  and  ac- 
countable creatures;  whofe  underflanding 
and  will  he  in  many  refpcCls  gracioufly  may 
aifili,  but  has  fcrldrjm  thought  proper  entire- 
ly to  over-rule.  As  to  any  mode  of  infor- 
mation, which  may  have  been  vouchfafed 
to  particular  men  for  their  own  private  ufe, 
I  have  nothing  to  fay ;  but  if  on  calls  or 
voices  from  heaven,  any  kind  of  miffion  is 

*  This  point  is  fully  allowed,  as  it  is  happily  illuftrated  by 
Mr.  Wefley,  whofe  autho;ity  will  give  weight  to  what  I  fay 
on  this  fubjeft.     *'  Suppofe  God  were  now  to  fpeak   to  any 

foul, he  muft  be  willing  that  foul  fliould  know  his  will ; 

other  wife  he  would  fpeak  in  vain  ;  and  he  is  able  to  effed; 
this,  for  whenever  he  wills,  to  do  is  prefcnt  with  him,  and 
he  does  efFeft  it :  that  foul  is  abfolutely  afiured,  this  voice  is 
the  voice  of  God.  But  yet  he  who  hath  that  witnefs  in  him- 
felf,  cannot  explain  it  to  one  who  hath  not:  nor  indeed  is  it 
to  be  expcfted  that  he  fhould."  See  his  Sermon  on  the  wit- 
nefs of  the  Spirit,  in  Vol.  I.  p.  202,  Z03. 
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affumed  to  inftruft  others  in  matters  of  reli- 
gious opinion  or  practice,  then  it  becomes 
us  to  enquire  whether  our  inftrudliors  can 
produce  any  fufficient  evidence  of  that  fu- 
pernatural  light  by  which  they  claim  to  be 
afiifted,  or  proper  credentials  of  that  autho- 
rity, under  which  they  pretend  to  adt. 

But  without  putting  in  any  claim  of  this 
kind  for  myfeif,  or  entering  into  any  farther 
difpute  about  the  claims  of  others,  1  proceed 
to  give  my  judgment  of  the  important  point 
before  us,  drawn  as  little  as  poffible  from 
the  imipure  fource  of  human  learning,  not 
borrowed  from  the  iTiill  of  critics  or  the  aid 
of  commentators,  but  fupported,  as  I  con- 
ceive, by  the  v>'hoIe  fcope  and  tenor  of  fcrip- 
ture-language,  and  agreeable,  as  I  am  will- 
ing to  apprehend,  to  the  true  genius  and 
main  intention  of  chriftianity. 

All  the  fober  part  of  protedants,  I  think, 
are  agreed,  that  the  will  of  God,  as  far  as  it 
relates  to  what  we  are  to  believe  or  do,  is 
revealed  in  the  fcriptures;  that  thefe  ccnt.iin 
all  the  truths  or  general  precepts,  which  are 
neceflary  for  the  right  government  or  direc- 
tion of  our  lives,  andmufl  doubtlefs  be  fup- 
pofed  to  be  confident  with  themfelves ;  that 
it  fliould  feem  the  befi:  and  fafeil:  rule  of  in- 
terpreting them,  by  which  this  confiAency 
fhaJl  moft  clearly  appear,  and  that  agree- 
ment, which  they  undoubtedly  have,  fiiall 

be 
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be  beft  preferved  j  that  if  any  palTages  are 
doubtful  in  their  meaning,  or  any  parts  of 
them  are  wrought  up  to  a  more  heightened 
and  figurative  flile  than  the  rell ;  the  mean- 
ing of  thofe  darker  paflages  will  be  befl:  af- 
certained  by  comparing  them  with  other 
parallel  ones  which  are  confelTedly  clear, 
thatftile  will  be  beft  underflood  by  referring 
to  iimilar  places,  written  on  the  fame  fub- 
jed:,  but  in  a  plainer  manner. 

The  gofpel  feems  not  intended  to  form  a 
digefl:  or  regular  fyftem  of  laws,  that  may  be 
applicable  to  all  the  various  relations  of  life, 
public  and  private,  in  which  men  may  be 
appointed  to  adl.  But  then  it  fixes,  what 
was  before  wanting,  the  true  principle  of  all 
our  religious  obedience;  encourages  it  by  a 
living  example,  and  enforces  it  by  the  moft 
powerful  motives.  It  likewife  lays  before 
men  fome  general  rules  of  condud:,  ex- 
prefTed  in  pliin  maxims,  or  drawn  out  into 
inf{:rud:ive  parables,  which  may  be  proper  to 
direft  them  in  the  more  particular  parts  of 
their  duty.  It  was  therefore  doubtlefs  de- 
fignedfor  the  more  immediate  ufe  and  infor- 
mation of  chriftians  in  all  ages  of  the 
world. 

The  Apoftolical  Epiftles,  efpecially  thofe 
of  St.  Paul,  were  many  of  them  written  with 
particular  views,  and  diredted  to   particular 
occafions;    to  corre<5t  miftakes,  obviate  ex- 
ceptions. 


[  39] 

eeptions,  or  clear  up  difficulties,  which  had 
from  time  to  time  arifen  among  the  follow- 
ers of  Chrift.  And  though  of  equal  autho^ 
ritywith  the  other  infpired  writings,  when 
we  know  the  true  fenfe  of  them,  and  un- 
derfland  the  matters  to  which  they  relate  ; 
yet  our  ignorance  of  many  circumilances, 
to  which  they  often  had  a  relation,  that  ab- 
rupt and  digreffive  manner  fometimes  made 
ufe  of,  that  raifed  and  metaphorical  language 
in  which  they  are  generally  expreffed,  will 
ufually  make  it  a  more  difficult  matter  to 
come  at  their  true  fenfe  and  meaning. 

Let  us  confider  then  in  as  difpaffionate  a 
manner,  as  we  can,  what  the  fcriptures,  the 
fole    rule  of  a  proteftant's  faith,    the  true 
touchftone  of  all  our  religious  opinions,  fay 
clearly  of  this  matter  ;    for  furely  they  mull; 
fay  fomething   clear  about  a  matter  fo  im-t 
portant  and  of  fuch  near  concern  to  all  men. 
And  in  the  enquiry  let  us  avoid,  as  much  a$ 
poffible,    all  expreffions   and    terms  of  art, 
which  controverfy  has  been  the  occafion  of 
introducing ;  and  let  us  attend  to  things,  to 
the  principal  end  and  intention  of  all  the  gra- 
cious difpenfations,    which  God    has  been 
pleafed  to  give.       Though  thefe   have  been 
in  fome  degree  adapted  to  the  different  con- 
didons  of   "men,  and  fuited  to  the  particular 
circumilances  of  thofe  ages,  in  which  they 
were  granted,  yet  they  plainly  carry  on  one 
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great  delign,  they  all  jointly  confpire  to  pro- 
mote our  happinefs,  by  improving  our  na- 
ture, and  forming  it  to  habits  of  good- 
nefs. 

The  neccfiitv  of  a  rcIi2:ious  and  virtuous 
life,  called  in  fome  places  repentance,  in 
others  obedience,  according  to  the  different 
circumil:ances,  under  which  it  is  enjoined, 
is  fo  eflential  a  docftrine  of  the  gofpel,  that 
there  is  hardly  a  page,  v/hich  does  not  in- 
fl:rud:us  in  it,  or  exhort  us  to  it :  which  does 
not  either  encourage  it  by  fome  example,  or 
explain  it  by  fome  figurative  reprefentation, 
or  enforce  it  by  fome  motive,  or  require  it  by 
fome  diredt  precept. 

Great  privileges  were  indeed  propofed  to 
men  at  its  iirft  publication,  and  fliil  belong 
to  all  who  are  admitted  into  the  new  cove- 
nant :  but  then  iill  are  made  accountable  to 
God  for  the  ufe  they  make  of  thefe  privi- 
"leges.  They  will  not  fecurc  the  end  for 
which  they  were  given,  unlefs  they  are  ap- 
plied to  their  proper  purpofe  of  fubduing 
our  pafTions  and  regulating  our  conduct: 
they  are  fo  many  helps  and  incitements  to  a 
good  life  ;  but  they  muft  in  reality  produce 
it,  before  they  can  attain  their  full  eftedl, 
and  enfure  our  final  falvation. 

This  you  will  perhaps  fay  will  be  eafily 
allowed ;  if  it  is  not,  it  may  be  as  eafily 
proved,  or    no   one   dodtrine   of  the    New 
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Teftament  can  be  proved  or  eftabllfhed  from 
thence.  But  the  point  is,  what  fhare  good 
works  have,  or  whether  they  have  any  (Iihyq 
at  all  in  our  juftification  ?  which  in  many 
phices  is  folely  afcribed  to  the  efficacy  of 
faith,  and  laid  to  be  owing  to  the  free  grace 
and  mercy  of  God. 

The  whole  of  this  dlfpute  refls,  I  ap- 
prehend, on  the  right  interpretation  of  thoic 
paflages  in  Scnpture,  which  relate  to  this 
matter,  and  which,  if  the  pertinent  ones  are 
conlidered  only,  would  not  be  very  nume- 
rous or  difficult  to  be  underilood  ;  and  yet 
to  what  a  maffiy  and  voluminous  colledion 
has  this  debate  already  fwelled  ?  what  long 
and  warm  contention  has  it  occafioned  ? 
and  how  much  has  the  truth  fuffered  by 
being  thus  entangled  in  the  net  of  contro- 
verfy,  by  being  thus  perplexed  by  fbphiflry, 
or  fubtilized  by  diftindions  ? 

Let  you  and  I  then  not  look  for  it  in  any 
of  thofe  fyftematicalprodudiions,  which  are 
in  part  the  inventions  of  men,  but  let  us 
fearch  for  it  in  that  book,  which  is  un- 
doubtedly the  word  of  God ;  when  we  can 
go  to  the  fountain-head  of  truth,  to  the 
original  fource  of  all  our  foirituai  and  reli- 
ligious  knowledge,  let  us  not  content  our- 
felves  vv'ith  fatisfying  our  thirft  at  thofe  for- 
mal and  artificial  canals  which  are  drawn 
from  it,  and  are  faid  to  be  fupplied  by  it. 
G  I 
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I  will  promlfe  not  to  refl  my  faith  on  Bel- 
larmine  or  Arminius,  if  you  will  engage  in 
return  not  to  pay  too  implicit  a  fubmiffion  to 
Calvin. 

If  we  make  a  ream  or  two  of  wafle-pa- 
per   on  this  fubje(!it,  we  (hall  add  but  little 
to  the  immenfe  ftock  that  is  already  in  hand. 
For    it   is   with   great   concern  I  mufl:  fay, 
and  a  fad  topick  of  confolation   it  is   to  us 
both,    that  however  it  has  happened,  whe- 
ther through  the    dcfeds    and   wrong  ma- 
nagement  of  the   writers^  or   through   the 
lazinefs  and  ill  judgment   of    the  readers  j 
however   important  the  fubjed:  may   be  in 
itfelf,  or  hew  high   foever  it  may  fcand  in 
our  eflimation,    no  one  has  fent  larger  fup- 
plies  to  thole   fworn   foes   of  all   literature,, 
the   Tabernarii  or  ihop-keepers  ;    who  for 
mean  and  mercantile  ends  are  making  fuch 
continual  depredations  on  the  works  of  the 
learned.     However  to  reduce  the  quantityv 
as  far  as  we  can,  let  us  not  wrangle   about 
words  or  terms  of  art,  but  try  how  we  can 
agree  in  our  notions  of  the  thing. 

The  chief  paflages,  which  you  produce 
in  fupport  of  your  opinion,  and  en  which 
the  merits  of  the  caule  are  to  rell,  are  taken- 
from  St.  Paul's  epiftles  ^  they  are  well 
enough  known  to  all,  tho'  fo  differently 
underftood  by  diiferent  parties.  I  would 
not   aow  enter  on   a  particular  examination- 
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of  their  meaning,  bat  rather  endeavour  to 
fettle  fome  preliminary  points,  on  which  a 
jufl  explication  of  them  will  much  depend, 
and  by  which  the  harmony  of  the  whole 
may  be  beft  eftablKhed. 

The  Apoftle  was  very  converfant  in  the 
Jewifli  Scriptures,  and  much  of  his  lan- 
guage alludes  to  ufages  which  obtained  under 
that  difpenfation.  The  imagery,  which  he 
chiefly  makes  ufe  of  in  his  epiftle  to  the 
Romans,  is  plainly  borrowed  from  the  legal 
proceedings  in  one  of  their  courts  of  juftice. 
He  reprefents  all  men,  as  fummoned  before 
God's  judgment-feat,  and  being  unable  to 
produce  any  fufficient  proofs  of  fuch  an. 
obedience  as  the  law  required,  they  are 
found  guilty  before  him,  and  iland  liable 
to  the  fentence  of  condemnation.  Their 
acquittal  from  the  guilt  with  which  they 
were  chargeable,  and  from  the  punilliment 
to  which  they  were  obnoxious,  is  faid  to  have 
been  owing  to  no  preceeding  merit  of  their 
own,  but  to  God's  free  mercv  in  not  im- 
puting  their  former  fms  to  fuch,  as  were 
admitted  by  faith  into  the  covenant  of  his 
fon.  But  to  find  the  true  meaning  of  many 
exprefiions,  which  are  applied  to  the  new 
law,  we  fliould  know  fomething  of  their 
ufual  acceptation  under  the  old. 

Juftification  appears  to  have  various  fenfes 

in  the  Old  Teftament,  but  the  moft  common 
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one  is  a  deliverance  from  any  evil,  tem- 
poral or  fpiritiial.  This  notion  of  the 
word,  that  fome  are  fiid  to  be  jufllfied, 
when  they  are  only  freed  from  fome  calami- 
ty, or  refcued  from  fome  danger,  may  be  fup- 
porred  I  think  by  feveral  palfages  out  of  the 
fcriptiires*;  accordingly  that  perfection  of 
the  deity,  which  is  ufually  tranflated  ?-ighte~ 
cufnej],  from  whence  our  being  juftified 
or  accounted  righteous  is  plainly  derived, 
often  fignifies  any  adl  of  his  favour,  or  ef- 
fect of  his  gracious  difpofition  towards  us, 
which  may  rel.ite  to  the  lafety  of  our  perfons 
or  polTefiions,  as  well  as  to  the  falvation  of 
our  fouls. 

You  may  probably  differ  from  me  in  the 
explication  of  one  of  the  paiTages  in  the 
New  Teftament,  to  which  I  refer,  and  on 
which  I  partly  found  my  opinion.  Rahab 
the  Harlot  appears  to  me  to  have  been  juf- 
tified,  or  refcued  from  that  general  deflruc- 

*  See  a  catalogue  of  the  various  places  in  the  Old  and 
New  Teftament,  where  the  word  oi^anoa-vrfi  has  this  mean- 
ing in  that  judicious  and  accurate  work,  Taylor's  Key  to  the 
Apoftolick  writing?,  prefixed  to  his  paraphrafe  on  the  Ro- 
mans. Agreeably  to  which,  hy.cn'tia-^M  is  to  experience  fome 
inftance  of  divine  goodnefs  in  being  delivered  from  evil. 
If.  xlv.  25.  Eccluf.  i.v,  12,  23,  II.  Rom.  vi.  7.  Jam.  ii. 
ZK,-  The  fame  idea  of  mildnefs  and  compaffion  often  be- 
longs to  jj/Jius  i^  jufiltla,  among  the  Latin  writers.  Vide 
Q^  Curt.  lib.  4.  c.  II.  Tor,  Heauton.  A.  v.  S.  i.  And. 
A.  i.  S.  i.  So  it  muit  be  undcrftood.  Mat.  i.  19.  Her 
hiijhand  (Jofeph)  being  a.  jvjl  7110.72,  a7:d  not  ivillifig  to  make  her 
^ public  example  ;  i.  e.  the  clemency  of  his  temper  difpofed 
hiin  not  to  execute  the  rigour  ox  the  law. 
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tion  in  which  the  reft  of  her  country  pe- 
ridied,  in  confequence  of  her  belief,  that 
God  by  fo  many  marks  of  his  interpofition 
in  their  favour  had  allotted  the  land  of 
Canaan  to  the  pofTeffion  of  the  Jfraelites. 
Few  monuments  remain  of  her  hiftory  or 
charadter,  but  as  we  may  judge  from  the 
fliort  fketch  given  of  it,  that  fhe  was  a 
finner,  and  perhaps  an  undone  finner,  you 
may  think  that  by  this  fingle  ad:  of  faith 
ihe  was  received  to  mercy  (for  who  will 
prefume  to  fet  bounds  to  God's  mercy  !)  and 
admitted  to  eternal  life  *. 

I  am  no  way  pofitive  as  to  the  fenfe  of 
this  paiTage,  though  I  judge  the  lower  one, 
which  confines  it  to  temporal  evil,  more 
probable  than  the  other  3  much  lefs  am  I, 
Sir,  for  limiting  the  divine  compaiiion, 
which  is  doubdefs  exercifed  in  an  infinity 
of  ways,  of  which  we  have  little  or  no 
conception.  But  yet  I  believe  it  is  never 
exercifed  in  a  capi-icious  manner,  without 
any  regard  to  the  moral  qualifications  of  the 
objedl,  or  fome  wife  ends  to  which  it  may 
be  fubfervient.  It  appears  to  me  moll 
likely  to  be  difpenfed  in  a  manner,  which 
may  bcfi:  fupport  the  juft  laws  and  preferve 
the  righteous  government  of  God ;  as  thefe 

*  James  ii.  25.  Compared  with  Heb.  xi.  31.  Jofhiia 
ii.  9.  I  know  (fays  fiie)  that  the  Lord  hath  givci.  ;>ou 
this  land. 

ends 
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ends  mofl  tend  to  promote  his  glory,  and  to 
advance  the  happinefs  of  his  creatures. 

It  is  alio  to  be  oblerved  that  the  whole  na- 
tion of  the  Jews,  on  account  of  that  peculiar 
relation  they  bore  to  God  by  virtue  of  the 
Mofaic  covenant,  obtained  many  high  and 
diftinguifliing  tides  j  they  are  called  God's 
elc5lj  his  fonSy  his  jJock^  his  heritage ,  an 
holy  nation^  a  peculiar  people.  But  yet  the 
individuals  among  them  can  hardly  be  fup- 
pofed  to  {hare  in  the  bleffings  which  that 
covenant  promifed,  unlefs  they  fulfilled  the 
conditions,  which  it  required  to  be  per- 
formed. 

When  fome  of  the  Gentiles  became  con- 
verts to  the  religion  of  Chrift,  by  the  pure 
mercy  of  God  they  obtained  a  gracious  re- 
miflion  and  forgivenefsof  their  former  fins  ; 
in  confequence  of  which  they  are  faid  to 
have  been  redeemed^  bought^  called^  juftijiedy 
faved)  they  are  called  y^/;?/^,  ele^^  holy,  be- 
loved, &c.  by  which  I  apprehend  is  to  be 
underflood,  that  they  were  brought  into  that 
ftate  of  falvation  which  the  gofpel  publiflied 
to  all  men,  and  admitted  to  the  various 
privileges  of  the  new  covenant  which  it  fet 
forth  j  and  this  great  blefling,  this  happy 
change  of  their  fituation,  as  being  owing  to 
no  antecedent  merit  or  ri2:hteoufnefs  of  their 
own,  is  faid  to   proceed,  as  indeed  it  could 
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only  proceed,  from  the  free  grace  and  Jfavour 
of  God. 

The  whole  body  of  chriftians  in  general, 
on  account  of  the  relation  they  bear  to  their 
head,  have  many  appellations  of  regard  and 
endearment  beftowed  upon  them.  They 
are  ftiled  children  and  heirs  of  God ;  are 
faid  to  be  holy,  faints,  fandiiied  * ;  to  be 
begotten  again  or  regenerated  to  a  lively 
hope.  But  though  the  chriftian  church  or 
fociety  are  all  fnarers  in  thefe  fignal  privi- 
leges, yet  it  can  hardly  be  thought,  that 
they  will  all  obtain  the  reward  of  eternal 
life.  This  advantageous  condition,  in  which 
they  are  placed,  muft  be  duly  improved, 
before  it  will  produce  its  bleffed  eifedsj. 
though  they  are  Ch?'ijh  lijorbnanjlip,  and 
altogether  enabled  by  his  gracious  affiftance 
to  do  what  may  be  acceptable  to  God,  yet 
when  they  have  received  that  gracious  af- 
fiflance,  they  are  created  in  him  to  good  works  -, 
as  they  are  properly  qualified  for,  fo  they 
are  indifpenfably  obliged  to  the  performance 
of  them,  as  God  hath  exprefiy  ordained^  that 
they  Jhoiild  ivalk  in  the??2;  without  ad:ino- 
fuitably  to  his   ordinance,  they   can  hardly 

*  Thefe  and  many  more  of  thefe  high  tides,  applied  to 
chriftians  in  general,  are  to  be  met  with  in  the  apoftolick 
writings,  and  need  not  be  paiticularly  referred  to.  This 
point,  if  any  are  difpofed  to  doubt  of  it,  is  capable  of  being^ 
proved  with  abundant  clcarnefs  and  Cv-rtainty, 
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be  fuppofed  to  become  proper  objedls  of  his 
favour  and  acceptance. 

Many  of  the  converted  Jews  ftill  thought 
highly    of  the   value    and    merit   of   legal 
righteoufncfs ;  and  fome    were  for    adding 
a   compliance   with   the  inilitutions   of  the 
law  to  the  obfervance  of  the  gofpel.     To 
correct  thefe  prevailing  and  dangerous  mif- 
takcs,  the  apoflle  takes  frequent  occalion  to 
beat  down  this   groundlefs  expectation ;  to 
fliew  both   to  the  Jews  and  Gentiles,  that 
fuch  an  obedience,  as  they  were  able  to  pay 
to  the  precepts   of  the  law,  could  not  en- 
title them  to  God's  acceptance,  or  give  them 
a  claim  to  the  rewards  of  it;  that  a  com- 
pleat   and   undeviating  obfervance  was  the 
hard  condition  it  required ;  that  it  could  ad- 
mit of  no  relaxation    in  its  terms,  and  had 
made    no  provifion   of  pardon  for  fuch  as 
violated  them ,  that  their  admiilion  into  the 
gofpel-covenant,    and    the    new  method  of 
juiiification  which    it    propofed,    proceeded 
entirely   from  God's  free   mercy,  and  was 
owing  to  no  defert  or  righteoufncfs  of  their 
own  ;  and  therefore   as  it  gave  no  claim  to 
merit  or  reward,    it  gave  no  room  for  boaft- 
ing ;  yet  in   the  epiftles,  wherein  this  doc- 
trine is  fo  flrongly   expreffed,  nothing  can 
be  more  clear  and  explicit,  than  the  apoftle's 
declarations    about  the  neceflity   of  a  good 
and  virtuous    pradtice ;   that   Chrift   is   the 
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author  of  falvation  only  to  thofe  who  obey  hitny 
and  that  iht  fruit  7nujl  he  unto  holitiefsy  before 
the  end  can  be  everhfling  Ufe  *» 

Several  paffages,  apphcable  only  to  the 
admiffion  of  converts  to  the  privileges  of  the 
gofpel ',  by  which  they  were  freely  jiifiified^ 
that  is,  acquitted  from  the  guilt,  and  releafed 
from  the  punifhment  of  their  former  fins, 
you  and  your  brethren  are  wont  to  apply 
to  that  j unification  of  chriftians,  by  which 
they  are  to  obtain  happinefs  in  a  future 
ftate  of  being.  To  the  want  of  this  proper 
diftindion  indeed  is  to  be  afcribed  a  good 
deal  of  that  perplexity,  in  which  this  quef- 
tion  has  been  lately  involved.  Many  were 
received  into  this  ftate  of  falvation  by  faith 
and  without  any  previous  qualification  of  a 
holy  life ;  but  without  improving  under 
thefe  means  of  grace,  without  making  fome 
proper  attainments  in  holinefs,  no  manfhall 
fee  God  -,  or  be  finally  approved  and  accepted 
by  him. 

But  where,  you  will  probably  fay,  is 
this  diftindion  made,  about  two  forts  of 
juftification?  and  fliould  not  the  apoftle 
have  made  it,  if  it  be  ajuli  one,  for  fear 
of  mifleading  his  readers  ? — It  is  neceffary 
now,  Sir,  to  make  his  do6lrine  as  clear  as  we 
can,  and  his  meaning  confiftentj  but  many 

*  Heb.  V.  9.  |[.     Rom.  vi.  22.  |j.  8,   13.  1|.     Gal.  v.  16. 
with  a  variety  of  other  places. 
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diftirKfllonsmay  be  neceffary  now,  which  were 
not  fo,  when  his  epiftles  were  written;  manv 
helps  to  a  true  explication  of  his  fenfe  may 
feem  now  to  be  wanted,  which  yet  have  not 
been  afforded  us.  How  often  does  St.  Paul 
in  his  epiftles  affume  the  perfon  of  another, 
and  fpeak  under  a  borrowed  chara(fler,  with- 
cut  fignifying  it  to  his  reader?  what  quick 
tranlitions  does  he  make  in  his  arguments, 
and  how  often  argue  only  on  the  principles 
of  his  adverfary,  without  any  notice  of  his 
intention  ?  what  long  parenthefes  and  breaks 
in  his  fenfe  do  we  find,  what  fudden  excur- 
fions  from  the  fubjed:  he  is  upon,  what  per- 
petual references  to  legal  ufages  and  cuftoms 
does  he  make,  without  fpecifying  when  he 
does  fo  ?  and  what  are  we  to  infer  from 
this  ?  that  his  writings,  as  I  apprehend,  are 
to  be  ftudied  with  care  j  that  the  occafion 
and  fcope  of  his  feveral  epiflies  are  to  be 
attended  to  j  that  the  nature  and  intention 
of  his  arguments  are  to  be  duly  confidered, 
before  we  can  come  at  his  meaning,  or  make 
that  meaning  uniform.  And  this  we  mull: 
do  by  a  diligent  and  vigorous  exertion  of 
thofe  powers  which  God  has  given  us  ^  we 
muft  apply  for  the  ordinary  affiftances  of  hia 
good  fpirit  3  but  we  muft  not  always  depend 
on  being  favoured  by  an  extraordinary  di- 
reftionr 
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Jf  j Unification  in  this  lower  fenfe  were 
px'-omifed  to  fuch,  who  in  after-ages  fliould 
be  converted  from  heathcrdlin  to  chriftia- 
nity,  yet  it  could  hardly  have  place  in  a 
country,  where  we  are  educated  and  trained 
up  in  the  principles  of  chriifianity.  But 
many  expreffions,  ufed  by  you  and  your 
foul-brethren,  would  almofl  make  one  think, 
that  you  were  difpenfing  your  inftrudions 
to  a  nation  of  Pagans. .  Left  future  critics 
fliouid  be  puzzled  to  explain  this  ftrange 
kind  of  phrafeology,  or  to  make  out  how 
it  could  happen  in  our  age  and  country,  that 
forty  clergymen  J  ordained  to  preach  the  truths 
of  the  gofpel,  fimdd  only  be  brought  at  Chrif- 
mas  laft  to  the  ackmwkdgtnent  of  the  truth  -, 
and  how  three  more^  authorized  teachers 
of  the  chriftian  faith,  JJ:ould  be  only  added 
to  the  faith  njoithin  thefefix  iDeeh  ;  it  muft  be 
here  obfervedonce  for  ail,  that  this  language 
is  ufed  to  favour  the  reception  of  fome  late 
pretenfions;  that  this  new  dialcfr  is  affumed 
to  fupport  the  credit  and  to  fet  forth  tlie  im- 
portance of  a  new  million. 

If  the  great  end  of  the  gofpel-difpenfa- 
tion,  the  falvation  of  our  fouls,  be  fuppofed 
by  any  to  be  attainable  by  faith,  independent 
or  exclufive  of  good  works,  how  can  this 
be  reconciled  with  numberlefs  paffages  in 
the  facred  writings,  which  require  doing  as 
well  as  believing,  and  injoiii  obedience  to 
H  2  tlie 
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the  precepts,  as  well  as  alTent  to  the  truths 
of  the  gofpel?  How  can  we  make  this 
notion  any  way  confiflent  with  St.  James's 
dodtrine,  exprefTed  as  far  as  I  can  fee,  in 
the  fulleil:  manner,  and  in  the  plainell  lan- 
gua<^e  ?  But  as  this  Apoftle  is  underfiood 
by  many  to  have  written  his  epiille  chiefly 
with  a  view  of  correcting  fome  abufes  in 
pradice,  which  had  arifen  from  a  mifcon- 
ftrudion  of  St.  Paul's  meaning ;  fo  fome 
apoftolical  men  among  ourfelves  feem  to 
have  intended,  by  what  they  have  advanced 
on  the  fame  fubjed:,  to  redtify  the  miilakes 
of  St.  James. 

If  faith  be  an  operative,  or  as  fome  call 
it  an  energetic  quality  *,  which  compre- 
hends an  obedience  to  the  commands  of 
our  mafter,  as  well  as  an  acknowledgment 
of  his  mifiion ;  which  ought  to  produce  its 
genuine  fruits,  and  fiiew  itfelf  in  a  fuitable 
condudl,  before  it  can  pretend  to  any  reward, 
then  we  feem  to  be  a'J:reed  in  the  main 
point,  though  we  differ  in  the  manner  of 
expreffing  it  j  we  both  make  a  good  life  the 
necellary  and  indifpenfable  condition  of  our 
final  juftification  with  God  ^  and  it  appears 
not  from  the  fcriptures,  that  we,  under  our 
prefent  circumltances,  are  concerned  with 
pny  other. 

*  Dr.  Patten's  S-.rnicn, 
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If  the  true  notion  of  faith  he,  that  it  Is  a 
principle  naturally  and  eflentially  adive  *, 
if  good  works  always  and  infeparably  at- 
tend it,  with  what  propriety  of  language 
can  the  above-named  Apofile  f  fuppofe  it 
to  be  alone  in  any  one,  or  without  works  ? 
or  with  what  jultnefs  does  he  put  that  con- 
cluding queftion,  in  which  a  negative  is  fo 
ftrongiy  implied,  can  faith  fave  him? 

If  faith  be  not  founded  on  any  kind  of 
argument,  or  fupported  by  any  fort  of  out- 
ward evidence  ;  If,  as  Mr.  Weiley  repre- 
fents  the  matter,  it  be  JJ:ed  abroad  in  meiis 
hearts^  even  like  lightning  falling  from  hea- 
'ven  J,  it  may,  as  far  as  the  idea  of  necefsity 
can  iuit  with  religion  or  morals,  be  neceffaril\\ 
as  he  affirms,  produBive  of  good  works  §  j  if  it 
be  produced  in  fo  quick  and  inexplicable 
a  manner,  it  may  perhaps  operate  in  a  way 
as  fudden  and  irrefiftible. 

You  and  your  brethren  fometimes  diPdn- 
guifli  betvveen  faith  and  belief,  making  the 
one  an  a<5tive  quality,  whicli  expreffes  itfelf 
in  a  proper  and  fuitable  behaviour,  the 
other  a  fpeculative  affent  to  Chrift's  miffion 
and  doftrine;  I  have  no  exception  to  the 
difhndion  you  make,  if  you  will  only  fhew 

*  Dr.  P.  as  above,  p.  25. 

t  Sr, James  ii.  14,    17. 

1  Mr.  VVefley's  Sermons,  vol.  1. 

§  lb. 
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that  it  has  any  foundation  In  the  plain  de- 
clarations of  fcripture,  and  will  condantly 
keep  to  it,  after  you  have  made  it.  But  you 
do  not  obferve  this  diftlndtion  in  the  paf- 
fages  you  quote,  and  plainly  by  your  inter- 
pretation of  fome  of  them  alcribe  to  be- 
lieving all  the  good  effects  and  covenanted 
bleffings  of  a  true  and  living  faith. 

But  the  great  danger  it  leems  arifes  not 
from  the  works  themfelves,  but  from  our 
dependance  on  any  thing  we  can  do,  as  hav- 
ing any  (hare  or  efficacy  in  the  great  affair 
of  our  falvation.  Yet  a  man  furely  may 
make  fome  proficiency  in  virtuous  pradice, 
may  be  careful  in  performing  all  proper  ads 
of  piety  to  God  and  equity  to  men,  and  yet 
not  be  elated  by  the  confcioufnefs,  or  rely 
on  the  merit  of  his  own  performances  as 
fufficient  to  fave  or  juftifyhim;  fuch,  every 
one  muft  own,  is  the  weaknefs  of  our  na- 
ture, fo  faulty  are  our  utmofl  attainments 
m  gcodnefs,  fo  imperfed  after  our  bed  en- 
deavours is  our  religious  fervice,  that  we 
iland  very  much  in  need  of  God's  gracious 
affiflance  in  what  we  do,  and  of  his  mercy 
to  forgive  its  defeds :  we  can  certainly  have 
no  reafonable  hopes  of  obtaining  falvation, 
but  on  the  favourable  terms  of  that  cove- 
nant, which  God  was  pleafed  to  enter  into 
with  us  through  the  merits  and  mediation 
of  his  fon. 

By 
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By  virtue  of  this  better  covenant  we  are  re- 
leafed  from  the  hard  conditions  of  that  hWy 
which  required  faultlefs  obedience,  and  made 
no  provifion  of  mercy  in  cafes  of  moral  tranf- 
greffion.  Under  this  gracious  difpenfation 
forgivenefs  is  promifed  to  our  lincere  repen- 
tince,  and  the  mifcarriages  of  our  paft  life» 
upon  our  return  to  a  better  mind  and  beha- 
viour, v/ill  not  be  laid  to  our  chargCj 
nor  fubjedt  us  to  the  punifhment  they  de- 
fer ved. 

But"  710  fid  m^e  good  behaviour  (you  fay  *) 
€a7i  make  any  atonement  for  pajl  mifcarriages. 
If  I  hep  all  God's  laws  to-day,  this  is  no  a-^ 
mends  for  breaking  them  yefterday.  If  I  be^ 
have  peaceably  to  my  neighbour  this  day,  (as  you 
illuftratc  the  point  in  that  familiar  way, 
wherein  you  fo  much  excel)  //  is  no  fatisfac- 
tionfor  having  broke  his  head yejier day.  This 
is  very  true,  Sir,  and  I  know  not  that  the 
dodrine,  which  you  oppofe,  is  preached 
by  the  minifters,  or  profeffed  by  the  fol- 
lowers of  Chrift.  The  change  of  our  con- 
duct cannot,  by  any  operation  of  its  own, 
cancel  the  guilt  of  former  fins ;  our  pr^fent 
righteoufnefs  cannot,  in  the  nature  of  the 
thing,  claim  forgivenefs  of  our  paft  offences. 
But  then  the  author  of  our  falvation  pro- 
cured this  great  privilege  for  us  by  his  me- 
irits,  and  ratified  it  to  us  by  his   death  -,  fo 

•  Mr.  B.  I  Let.  p.  1 1. 
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that  though  we  can  have  no  natural  right  to 
fuch  a  pardon,  we  may  acquire  a  fcederal 
one  J  which  is  in  reality  difpenfed  to  us 
under  the  conditions  of  the  gofpel-co- 
venant. 

If^  I  am  07ice  a  fmner   (as  you  proceed) 
nothing  but  the  blood  of  Jefus  Chrijl  can  cleanfe 
me  from  Jin,     And  yet  that   was   not  fhed, 
I  apprehend,  to  cleanfe  men  from  fin  with- 
out their  own  endeavours  to  curb  their  finful 
pafTionsj  that   was  not  meant,  as  I  iliould 
think,  to  purify  them  without  their  aiming 
to  attain  to   purity  of    life.     All   the  well- 
grounded  hopes,  we  can  entertain  of  for- 
givenefs,  are  fet  before  us  in   the  merciful 
terms   of  his  difpenfation,  and  we  may  lay 
the  fureft  foundation  for  thofe  hopes  in  the 
diligent  performance  of  thefe  terms  3  unlefs 
the  barriers   of  our  faith  are  altered  and  re- 
moved  by  th'^  authority  of  new  Apoftles  ; 
unlefs  the    flanding  means  of  falvation,  as 
laid  down  in  the  gofpel,  are   to  give  way 
to  fecret  impulfes   and  divine  imprefTions  ; 
unlefs  repentance  and  remiffion  of  fins,  the 
great  and    diftinguifl:iing  doctrines  of  chrif- 
tianity,  befuperfededby  fudden  converfions, 
fpiritual   alfurances,    and   the  inftantaneous 
effects  of  irrefiftible  grace. 

But  though  you  acknowledge,  that  obe- 
dience is  always  to  be  comprehended  under 
the    notion   of  a   true  and  faving  faith,  yet 
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Others  of  your  brethren  do  not  confefs  fo 
much,  or  are  not  conftant  in  that  confeffion, 
fome  difclaim  obedience  to  the  precepts  of 
the  gofpel  as  ufelefs,  or  condemn  it  as  hurt- 
ful ;  while  others  feem  to  fluctuate  in  un- 
certainty, and  allow  or  difallow  it,  as  they 
happen  to  be  in  the  mood. 

Some  of  your  own  expreflions  on  this 
head  appear  to  me  a  little  ambiguous,  or  I 
do  not  rightly  apprehend  their  meaning; 
Cbnji  (you  fay)  will  either  be  a  whole  Saviour 
or  none  at  all;  agreeably  to  this,  Mr.  W.  tells 
us,  A  behaviour  does  ?iot  pretend  to  add  the 
leaft  to  what  Chriji  has  done  -,  it  is  /polled  by 
being  added  to.  Might  not  a  common  reader 
be  induced  to  underftand  by  thefe  paflages, 
that  falvation  has  been  purchafed  for  us  in 
an  abfolute  and  unconditional  manner,  and 
that  the  gofpel  requires  no  duties  to  be  per- 
formed on  our  part,  in  order  to  intitle  us  to 
the  rewards,  which  it  propofes  to  its  fol- 
lowers. 

The  neceffity  of  our  obedience  to  the 
Chriftian  lav/,  as  any  requilite  or  condition- 
of  our  falvation,  is  by  many  of  your  fellow- 
writers  plainly  denied.  The  difference  be- 
tween the  law  and  the  gofpel  is  faid  to  be 
this,  that  the  o?ie  requires  doing,  the  other 
not  doing  but  believing,  for  life  and  falvation*, 
A  late  writer  of  a  more  flourifhing  and  en- 

•  Maiihall  on  Saniiiificauon. 
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thufiaftlc  turn,  whofe  rhetorical  manner  and 
heightened  language  have  made  him  much 
admired  by  one  fet  of  readers,  thus  exprefles 
himfelf  on  the  fubjedt,    Mtijl  the  efficdcy  of 
Chrijh  obedience   be   enforced  by  the   accefjion 
of  our  works,  jnaimed  a?id  iDorm-eaten  things  «* 
—By  the  blood  of  fprijikVmgy  the  mojl  defiled 
trarijgrcffors  become  fair,  as  the  fair efi  wool; 
nay,  whiter   than  virgi7j~fnow  *.     That  deep 
divine,    Mr.    Richard  Elliot,    advances  the 
fame    dodtrine    in   more    plain   and   fnnple 
expreffions;  IVhofo  isjuftifedbyfaiih,isjufii' 
fed  by  Chrif  only;  a?jd  whojoever  adds  afiy  of  his 
works  as  requifite  to  his  acceptance  with  God, 
feeks  to  be  jii/lifed  by  the  law  only,  therefore,  if 
any  of  you  hope  to  be  juftified  in  his  way,  Chrift 
is  become  of  none  effedi  unto  you — all  works  of e'very 
hfidarejhut  out,  as  being  wholly  unfiecefjary  and 
zifelefs  in  this  great matter^even  af?inersjuftifi- 
cation  before  God \ .  Agreeably  to  thefe  princi- 
ples, he  thus  advifes  his  hearers,  take  heed there^ 
fore,    that  you  dont  think  by  any  preparatory 
works,    to  make  yourfelves  worthy  of  Chrift,  left 
you  befou7id  in  the  number  of  them,  that  conti-^ 
nue  to  refift  the  Holy  Ghofi,  rejeSling  the  coun^ 
cil  of  God  againft  the?nfelves ;  a?id  thereby  ex- 
clude yourfehes  fro7n  the  hope  of  the  gofpelX; 

•  Mr.  Hervev*s  Then  and  Afp.  Vol.  I. 

■\  Sermon  by  the  reverend  Mr.  Elliot,  late  chaplain  ofSr. 
George's  Hofpital,  called  "  Encouragement  to  SiRners,  &c'* 
p,  8,  lo,  26. 

\  Mr,  Elliot's  Defence  of  his  Sermon. 
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dont  think  it  prefumptio?i  to  come  to  Chrifi  in  all 
your  guilty  and  in  all  your  iincleannefi,  but  ra- 
ther be  petjuaded  to  come  jiiji  as  you  are^  and  he 
^ill  furcly  receive  yen. 

Bat  notwithftanding  the  wife  caution  of 
this  paftor  to  his  flock,  that  they  ihould  take 
fuch  heed  not  to  aim  at  making  themfelves 
worthy,  but  ihould  co?ne  before  him  in  all  their 
Jin  andjhamey  yet  we  lind  it  was  Chrift's  par- 
ticular diredion  to  the  apoftles,  whom  he 
fent  forth  to  preach  the  gofpel,  that  they 
Ihouid  enquire  in  every  city,  ivho  were  wor- 
thy, and  that  it  was  made  a  jull  exception  to 
fome,  who  were  called,  that  they  were  not 
wiorthy ;  by  which  expreffions  I  well  know, 
that  faith  in  Chrift's  divine  character,  and  a 
difpofition  to  liften  to  the  means  of  inftruc- 
tion  he  afforded,  are  in  the  firfl  place  to  be 
underflood  3  yet  I  likewite  apprehend,  that 
a  proper  temper  of  mind  to  ad:  fuitably  to 
that  inllrudion,  and  to  conform  to  the  pre- 
ceptive parts  of  his  dod:rine,  is  alfo  included 
under  the  notion  of  worthinefs.  Not\vith- 
ftanding  the  fcrong  affurances  which  this 
new  preacher  gives,  that  every  one,  who 
comes,  will  be  favourably  received,  yet  we 
find,  that  he  who  came  to  the  marriage- 
feafl,  without  having  on  a  wedding-gar- 
ment, was  fent  out  with  ignominy.  It 
is  implied,    that  this  man  was  a  believer,  as 

I  2  he 


[  6o  ] 

he  accepted  the  Invitation,  and  attended  the 
folemnity;  but  he  was  not  furniflied  with 
that  effential  qualification  for  coming  thither 
as  he  ought,  a  difpofition  duely  prepared  and 
fuitable  to  the  occafion;  he  probably  was  un- 
willing to  put  on  Chriji,  or  to  clotli  himfelf 
with  thofe  virtues,  which  were  then,  and  ever 
will  be,  necelTary  to  make  one  of  his  true 
and  faithful  followers. 

But  how  pious  foever  the  defign  may  be 
thought  by  fonie,  of  enhancing  the  privileges 
of  fairh,  or  of  making  the  merits  andrighte- 
oufnefs  of  Chriftall-fufficientofthemfelves  for 
effeffting  our  falvation,  yet  furely  the  fcrip- 
tures  are  co  be  underftood  in  a  confident  and 
uniform  fcnfe :  the  promifes  of  the  gofpel  are 
to  be  conHned  within  thofe  bounds,   and  re- 
gulated by  thofe  conditions,  which  the  pub- 
liflier  of  it  has  plainly  laid  down.     And  if 
any  thing  be  plainly  delivered  in  the  gofpel, 
it  is  as  it  might  reafonably  be  expeded  to  be, 
on  what  terms  the  attainment  of  falvation  is 
there  propofed  to  us,  and  thofe  terms  clear- 
ly are  faith  and  repentance.  We  may,  doubt- 
lefs,  with  the  utmoft  confidence  rely  on  the 
veracity  of  Chrift's  gracious  afTurances,  as  far 
as  they  extend,  and  on  the  efficacy  of  his 
merits,   as  far  as  we  are  therein  warranted  to 
apply  them;  but  we  have  no  reafon,  I  think, 
to  fuppofe,  that  we  can  any  way  fatisfy  the 
intention  of  our  Lawgiver,  but  by  paying  a 

fincere 


lincere  and  diligent  fubmillion  to  his  laws, 
or  that  we  can  make  ourlelves  by  any  other 
means  acceptable  to  our  Mafter,  than  by  en- 
deavouring to  do  our  Mailer's  will. 

It  muft    indeed  be  confeiTed,  that  if  we 
fow  i?i  righteoiif?2eJs  (to  borrow  a  figurative  ex- 
preffion  from  a  writer  of  the  Old  Teftament, 
which  has  been  much  copied  by  thofe  of  the 
New),  lo  weak  are  our  endeavours,  fo  imper- 
fect in   many  refpeds    our    beft  fervice,  fo 
much  fuperior  are  the  returns  of  harveft:  to 
the  value  of  our  labour,  that  ive  mnji  reap  in 
me7'cy.    Salvation  is  not  to  be  effeded  by  our 
own  works   or  obedience;  but  this  glorious 
profped  is  opened  to  us  by  Chrift's   death 
and  refurredion,  and  by  the  gracious  condi- 
tions of  that  covenant,  which  is  pubhflied  ia 
the  gofpel.      But  then  we  cannot  by  that  co- 
venant confidently  depend  on  the  alTurances 
there  given  of  mercy,  without  ufing  fome 
endeavours  on  our  part  to  make  ourfelves  by- 
repentance  proper  objeds  of  that  mercy;  all- 
fufficient  as  our  Saviour's  merits  are  in  effed- 
ing  our  redemption,  yet  we  iliould   make 
wild  work  with  his  religion,  and  tlie  deflgn 
of  his  miffion,  unlels  we  ufe  fuch  lights  as 
the  Scriptures  give  us,  in  the  application  of 
them  *;  and  he  cannot,  I  think,  he  properly 

faid 

*  Mr.  Wefley  tells  us  of  a  methodift,  who  "  knew  and  was 
fure,  that  if  he  had  all  the  fins  oi  the  world  laid  unon  him,  one 
drop  of  Chrill's  blood  was  fufiicient  to  atone  for  all."  3  Jour, 
r-  17*  .  Thus 
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fald  to  have  done  every  thing  for  us,  if  he  has 
left  fomething  as  neceflary  to  be  done  by 
ourfelves ;  fomething  not  as  a  ground  of  me- 
rit or Jufl  claim  to  reward,  but  as  a  proper 
qualincation  for  his  favour,  and  a  necefTary 
condition  of  our  final  acceptance. 

This  confident  reliance  on  the  merits  of 
Chrift,  without  any  confideration  how  his 
followers  are  warranted  by  the  gofpel  to  ap- 
ply thofe  merits  to  themfelves^  that  prefump- 
tuous  aflurance  of  falvation,  proceeding  often 
from  the  illufions  of  felf- flattery  and  conceit, 
inflead  of  a  due  ufe  of  fuch  means  as  are  ap- 
pointed to  attain  its  appear  to  me  dodtrines 
of  the  mofl  dangerous  tendency,  greatly  li- 
able to  be  mifapplied  by  the  common  peo- 
ple, and  likely  to  lead  them  into  miftakes  of 
a  very  mifchievous  nature.  For  more,  I  am 
afraid,  are  betrayed  by  their  own  paffions 
into  a  groundlefs  expedation  of  God's  fa- 
vour, and  tempted  to  continue  in  fin  under 
this  falfe  fecurity,  than  who  are  likely  to  for- 
feit  that  favour  by  overvaluing  their  own 

Thus  that  able  and  judicious  divine  Mr.  Elliot  flates  the 
matter,  "  The  blood  of  Chrift  is  that  which  cleanfeth  from 
all  fin ;  and  this  is  done  only  through  believing  the  word, 
which  God  hath  fpoken  concerning  it.  Therefore,  the  pro- 
jnife  of  forgivenefs  of  fins  is  not  through  our  pcrfonal  obedi- 
ence, but  through  the  obedience  of  Chrift,  which  is  imputed 
to  us,  if  we  believe  on  his  name," 

His  Serm.  •'  Encouragement  for  Sinaers,  &c."  p.  22. 
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rlghteoufnefs,  or  depending  too  much  on  the 
efficacy  of  a  good  life. 

I  know   not   whether   the  generality   of 
Cliriftians  endeavour  to  fettle  accounts  with 
their  Lord  and  Mafter  in  fo  circumftantial  a 
way,   or  bring  matters  to  fo  nice  a  decilion, 
as   you,  it  feems,  tried  to  do.     "  You  put 
"  thejuftice  of  God  into  one  fcale,    and  as 
*'  many  good  works  of  your  own  as  you 
\'  could  into  the  other ;  and  when  you  found, 
"  as  you  always  did,  your  own  good  works 
*'  not  to  be  a  ballance  to  the  divine  juftice, 
"  you  then   threw  in   Chrili    as    a  make- 
"  weight  *".     This  homely  fimilitude  may 
properly  reprefent  your  own  conceptions  of 
this  matter  in  your  unenlightened  Aate,  and 
cannot  fail  of  illuftrating  it  wonderfully  to 
your  new  difciples  -,  but  if  you  mean  to  in- 
finuate,    that  your  own  practice,  (though  I 
think    your   imagery  is  a   little  burlelque) 
will  truely  reprefent  that  of  your  brethren, 
I  believe  you  do  them  wrong :   they  do  not, 
I  apprehend,  entertain  fuch  a  mean  and  de- 
grading notion  of  our  Saviour's  merit,    nor 
fpeak  in   their  difcourfes  of  its   value,  Sisfa 
light  in  the  ballance^  which  they  know  and  iinr 
derjlaftd  is  to  work  for  usfo  exceeding  a  weight 
of  glory. 

.    But  the  grand  error,  which  runs,  wc  are 
told,   through   all   modern    preaching,   and 
fruftrates  the  delign  of  the  gofpel-covenant ; 
*  lyir.  B'i  firft  letter,  p.  9. 

that 
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that  naughty  dodrine,  by  which  yonrfelf 
was  fofatally  milled,  and  which  made  vour 
ininiftry  lb  totally  without  efted  j  that  after 
€ill  the  extraordinary  pains  you  took  for Jix  years  y 
not  one  foul  li:  as  brought  to  ChrifX'y  is,  that 
any  ontjhould  hope  for  fahation  by  doing  lukat 
be  can  for  himjelf^  a  fid  then  rehing  on  Chrijtfor 
the  reft  f.  This  is  that  felf-deftroying  doc- 
trine, cfui'hich  alnioft  all  the  fermons  publifhed 
in  the  laft  ce?itury  are  full -^  we  have  free  ac- 
cefs,  God  be  praifed,  to  thole  divine  writ- 
ings, which  contain  the  only  account  we  can 
depend  upon,  of  the  Chriflian  covenant;  in 
that  are  many  privileges  granted,  and  pro- 
mifes  made;  by  that  alfo  are  m.any  precepts 
given,  and  duties  injoined;  the  greatert  of 
its  promifes  is  eternal  life;  which  is  faid  to 
be  the  gift  of  God,  and  to  have  been  ob- 
tained for  us  through  the  merits  and  inter- 
cefTion  of  his  Son  ;  this  is  granted  to  us  f  ee- 
ly,  but  yet  conditionally;  it  is  on  many  ac- 
counts afcribed  to  the  grace  and  mercy  of 
God,  but  requires  fome  qualifications  on  our 
part  to  fit  and  prepare  us  for  the  reception 
of  that  mercy.  For  Chrift  is  exprefly  de- 
clared the  Author  cf  fahation  to  them  only  who 
obey  him.     Heb.  v.  9. 

But  your  charge  againftthe  clergy  is  much 
heightened ;    they  have  been  gradually  depart-^ 

X  Mr.B's  firit  Letter,  p.  2. 
t  Ibid.  p.  zo,  21. 
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ifig  (you  fay)  more  and  771  ore  frcTn  our  doc- 
tri?ies^  art  ides  J  and  honiilies-y  jo  that  at  length 
there  is  fear ce  a  clergy 7na7i  to  he  founds  but  who 
preaches  co7itrary  to  the  articles  he  fuhjcribed. 
This  accufation  is  a  heavy,  and  fliould  not,  I 
think,  be  a  hafty  one.  The  merits  of  it 
we  fhail  bell:  be  able  to  fee,  when  we  have 
enquired  what  thofe  dodlrines  of  our  church 
are,  from  which  we  are  fuppofed  to  have  fo 
far  deviated. 

If  it  Iliould  be  found,  that  you  know  but 
little  of  what  you  fpeak  fo  confidently,  we 
ihall  have  an  eafy  folution  of  the  cafe  in  that 
general  do6trine  of  afllirances,  whereof  you 
and  your  fraternity  appear  to  be  io  fond.  The 
purpofes  you  have  to  lerve  by  aggravating 
charges,  inflaming  differences,  and  dealing' 
in  all  the  little  tricks  of  calumny  and  mifre- 
prefentation,  lie  fo  open  to  every  one,  that 
you  fliould  in  common  prudence  proceed 
with  a  little  more  caution  and  referve  in  that 
matter,  than  you  ufually  do.  For  how  can 
you  expedl  to  raife  any  reputation  of  your 
own,  but  by  attempts  to  undermine  that  of 
others?  How  can  you  bring  yourfelves  into 
any  credit,  as  you  are  not  eminent  for  any 
fuperior  attainments  in  knowledge,  as  you 
are  fuch  irregular  minifters  of  the  gofpel, 
but  by  endeavouring  to  decry  the  merits  and 
depreciate  the  minillry  of  your  other  bre- 
thren ?  And  vet  it  feems  to  me  to  be  frn- 
Pv  L>lcd 
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sled  out  as  one  of  the  woril  features  In  the 
portraiture  of  a  certain  dark  and  mahgnant 
fpirit,  that  "  he  was  an  accufir  of  the  bre- 
*'  th?'eny 

The  dodrlne  of  our  cliurch,  which  you 
and  your  allies  fo  flrenuoufly  lift  into  your 
fervice,  is  declared  in  her  articles,  homilies, 
and  public  fervice :  and  we  fljould  doubtlefs 
underftand  it  in  fo  fair  and  equitable  a  manner, 
as  to  make  her  fcnfe  in  this  point,  which  flie 
delivers  in  different  places,  uniform,  if  it  can 
he  made  fo,  and  confident  with  itfelf.  This 
fenfe  the  whole  body  of  the  clergy,  except 
the  chofen  few,  are  accufcd  in  lirong  and 
opprobrious  terms  of  deferting.  They  are 
charged  with  prevaricating  in  their  fubfcrip- 
tion,  and  preaching  up  doftrines  contrary  to 
thofe  which  they  have  folemnly  aflented  to ; 
let  us  fee,  whether  this  charge  be  as  ftrongly 
fupported,  as  it  is  confidently  made. 

The  XI'"  Ardcle  fays,  "  That  we  are 
"  accounted  righteous  before  God  only  for 
"  the  merit  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus 
"  Chrill:  by  faith,  and  not  for  our  own 
*'  works  or  defervings.  Wherefore  that  we 
"  are  j unified  by  faith  only,  is  a  m.oft  whol- 
"  fom  doctrine  and  very  full  of  comfort,  as 
"  more  largely  is  exprelled  in  the  homily  on 
"  j  unification :"  to  which  we  are  plainly 
referred  for  a  fuller  and  more  particular 
explication  of  its  meaning.  In  king  Ed- 
ward's^ 
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ward's  book  of  articles,  the  reference  to  this 
homily  is  much  ftronger  and  more  exphcit; 
"  Juftificaticn  by  faith  alone  in  Jefus  Chrifl:, 
in  that  fenfe  in  which  it  is  explained  in  the 
homily  of  jiiftification  *,  is  the  moft  certain 
and  wholfom  dod:rine  of  Chriflians." 

It  is  very  probable  from  many  monuments 
now  remaining,  that  archbilhop  Cranmer 
was  chiefly  concerned  in  drawing  up  this 
homily  J,  and  that  the  object  againft  which  it 
was  direcfliy  levelled,  was  the  merit  of  good 
works,  as  then  held  and  taught  by  the 
church  of  Rome.  It  occationed  accordingly 
a  warm  controverfy  between  him  and  Gar- 
diner, who  as  head  of  the  Romifli  party 
here  plainly  faw  its  tendency,  apprehended 
the  bad  effeds  it  might  have  againft  one  of 
their  principal  dodrines,  and  took  up  the 
difpute  with  much  zeal.  Furious  in  his  tem- 
per, ^and  irritated  by  this  attack  on  the  old 
religion,  he  entered  into  a  very  angry  alter- 
cation with  Cranmer  on  this  fubjedt^  fome 
perfonal  conferences  were  held,  and  many 
letters  paffed,  in  all  which  the  bifhop  of 
Winchefter  laboured  greatly  to  dilTuade  him 

*  Though  no  homily  at  prefent  occurs  under  that  title, 
yet  the  fecond  and  third  parts  of  the  homily  on  falvation. 
treat  of  this  fubjefc,  and  are  probably  the  places  meaat  and 
referred  to  by  both  fynods  of  1552  and  1562. 

X  See  Strype's  Memorials  of  archbifliop  Cranmer  in  1547. 
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from  making  this,  or  indeed  any  innovations  in 
religion,  efpecially  during  the  king's  minority. 
The  archbifhop  was  diipofed  to  treat  him 
Very  gently  in  their  firft  converfations  on  this 
fubjeS:,  and  tokl  him,  That  his  principal 
inten'ionin  this  homily  was  only  to  fet  forth 
the  freedom  of  God's  mercy  in  pardoning 
finners ;  but  Winchefter  foon  took  fire,  and 
replied  in  a  very  angry  manner,  "  That  he 
would  yield,  if  they  could  {hew  him  any 
old  writer,  who  had  wrote  how  faith  ex  - 
eluded  charity  in  the  office  of  juftification ; 
and  that  it  was  againft  Scripture."  He  inti- 
mates the  danger  of  giving  way  to  this  in- 
novating^ fpirit,  "  The  vehemence  of  novel- 
ty (fays  he)  will  flow  further,  than  your 
grace  would  admit  j"  He  complained  alfo 
to  the  lord  proted:or,  in  a  letter  written  to 
him  on  this  occafion,  *'  That  the  archbi(hop 
in  the  homily  of  falvation  had  taken  fuch  a 
matter  in  hand,  and  handled  it  fo,  as  if  he 
Were  his  extreme  enemy,  he  would  have 
wiihed  him  to  have  taken  that  piece  in  hand, 
and  to  have  handled  it  as  he  did."  He  pro- 
ceeds to  blame  him  (the  archbifhop)  for 
troubline  the  world  with  fuch  an  abHirufe 
and  unnecefiary  fpeculation  as  this,  v^'hich, 
adds  he,  "  may  be  fcnt  to  the  univerfities, 
where  It  is  meet  to  be  talked  and  difputcd 
of,  but  not  fit  for  homilies*." 

*  Strvpe's  Memorials,    ib.    . 

But 
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But  notwithflanding  the  fpleen  and  Indig- 
nation with  which  Gardiner  exprelTed  him- 
lelf  againil:  the  archbilliop,  and  for  a  very 
obvious  realbn ;  as  he  had  a  principal  flure 
in  drawing  up  that  homily,  by  which  io  fe- 
vere  a  blow  was  aimed  at  one  of  the  moH: 
favourite  and  gainful  doctrines  of  the  Ro- 
mifli  church ;  yet  we  have  great  reafon  to  be 
fatisfied  with  the  prudence  and  piety  of  his 
defign  ;  as  the  homily  fo  well  ascertains  and 
eilablilhes  the  true  meaning  of  the  article ; 
guards  it  fo  properly  againil  any  mifconflruc- 
tion,  to  which  its  concifenefs  might  make 
it  liable  j  and  gives  no  occafion  to  a  reader, 
who  confiders  the  whole  with  attention,  ei- 
ther to  magnify  too  highly  the  efficacy  of 
faith,  or  depreciate  too  much  the  neceffity 
of  good  works. 

It  may  here  be  proper  to  lay  the  words 
of  the  homily  before  the  reader,  and  fub- 
mit  the  fenfe  of  them  to  his  judgment,  as 
you  and  your  brethren  are  continually  urg- 
ing, that  what  you  teach  on  this  fubjedl  is 
agreeable  to  the  doftrine  of  our  church,  and 
flielter  yourfelves  under  this  agreement,  as 
the  palladium  of  yourcaufe.  With  regard  to 
Chrift's  facrifice,  it  is  faid,  that  God  "  with 
his  endlefs  mercy  joined  hismoft  upright  and 
equal  juflice  3  his  great  mercy  he  iLewcd 
in  delivering  us  from  our  former  capti- 
vity, without  requiring  any  ranfom   to   be 

paid. 
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paid,  or  amends  to  be  made  on  our  parts; 
which  thing  by  us  had  been  impoflible  to  be 
done ;  and  whereas  it  hiy  not  in  us  to  do 
that,  he  provided  a  ranfom  for  us,  that  was, 
the  moil:  precious  blood  of  his  own  moft 
dear  and  beft  beloved  Son."  By  this  facrifice, 
it  is  added,  infants  being  baptized  and  dy- 
ing in  their  infancy  are  wafhed  from  their 
fms,  brought  to  God's  favour,  and  made  his 
children.  —  And  they  which  do  lin  after 
tb.eir  baptifm,  when  they  turn  again  to  God 
unjagncdly^  they  alfo  are  wafhed  by  this  fa- 
crifice from  their  fms,  in  fuch  fort,  that  there 
remaineth  not  any  fpot  of  lin,  that  (hall  be 
imputed  to  their  damnation. —  Our  entrance 
into  the  Chriftian  church  by  baptifm,  and 
our  admiflion  by  that  means  to  all  the  privi- 
leges it  confers  on  its  members,  feem  to  be 
Gonfidered  as  our  firH:  j unification,  and  cor- 
rcfponding  to  that,  whereby  converts  in  the 
firft  age  obtained  remifiion  of  their  fins  by 
making  profeflion  of  the  Chriftian  faith; 
"  our  ofiice  is  not  to  pafs  the  time  of  this 
prefent  life  unfruitfuUy  and  idly,  after  that 
we  are  baptized  or  jujlified,  not  caring  how 
few  good  works  we  do  to  the  glory  of  God, 
and  profit  of  our  neighbours." 

As  to  the  nature  and  quality  of  that  faith, 
which  can  be  efi:e6tual  to  procure  our  final 
juftification,  it  is  thus  defcribed ;  *'  A  true 
and  lively  faith  in  Chriil  bringing  forth  good 
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works,  and  a  life  according  to  God's  com- 
mandments."    The    fame    thing  is  clearly 
and    {Irongly    expreffed   in   another    place, 
"  that  we  be  jiiftified  by  faith  only,  is  not 
fo  meant,   that  it  be  alone  in  man,  without 
true   repentance,   hope,    charity,    and    the 
fear  of  God  j  nor  when   they  fay,  that  we 
fhould  be  juflified  freely,  do  they  mean  that 
we  fhould  or  might  afterwards  be  idle,  and 
that  nothing  fliould  be  required  on  our  parts ; 
neither  do  they  mean  fo  to  be  juftiiied  with- 
out good  works,  that  we  Ihould  do  no  good 
works  at  all;  but  this  faying,  that  we  be 
juflified  by  faith   only,  freely  and  without 
works,   is   fpoken   to  take  away  clearly  all 
merit  of  our  works,as  being  unable  to  deferve 
our  juflification  at  God's  hands,  and  thereby 
moft  plainly  to  exprefs  the  weaknefs  of  man, 
andthegoodnefsofGod/'Thereafonafligned, 
why  no  man  can  be  juflified  by  his  own  good 
works,  is  this  jufl  and  obvious  one,  "  That 
no  man  fulfilleth  the  law  according  to  the 
flridl  rigour   of  the  law :  for  all  the  good 
works  that  we  can    do  be  imperfed:,    and 
therefore  not  able   to  deferve  our  jufbiica- 
tion."     What  method  a  finner  muft  take  as 
moft  available  to  obtain  the  forgivenefs   of 
his  fins,  is  alfo  delivered  with  as  much  plain- 
nefs;  '^  Although  we,  through  infirmity  or 
temptation   of  our  ghoftly  enemy,    do  fall 
from   him  by    fin,  yet  if  we    return  again 
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unto  him  by  true  repentance,  he  will  for- 
give and  forget  our  offences  for  his  Son's  fake 
our  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift." 

Thefe  paflages*,  compared  and  confidered 
together,  appear  to  me  to  deliver  the  fenfe 
of  our  church  fully  and  clearly;   as  far  as  I 
can  apprehend  their  meaning,    they  amount 
to  this ;  though  the  modes  of  expreffion  on 
a  fubjed-,  about  which  there  has    been  fo 
much  contention,  will  ever  be  liable  to  ca- 
vil and  exception:    "  That  by  baptifra  the 
original  ftain  of  our  nature  is  waihed  away, 
and  we  are  admitted  to  a  participation  of  all 
thofe  privileges,  which  belong  to  the  body 
of  Chriftians  j  that  we  cannot  perform  fuch 
a  complete  and  unerring  obedience  to  the 
law,  as  will  entitle  us   to  eternal  life,  and 
therefore  we  mull:  ov/e  it  to  God's  mercy, 
and  our  Saviour's  merits ;  that  when  we  have 
violated  the  law,  and  thereby  incurred  God's 
difpleafure,  we  have  the  means  fet  before  us 
in  the  gofpel  of  refboring  ourfelves  to  his  fa- 
vour; that  this  method  is  an  unfeigned  re- 
pentance, and  is  one  of  the  invaluable  bene- 
fits procured   for  us  by  the  obedience  and 
death  of  Chrift ;  that  on  thefe,  and  not  on 
•anv  thing,  which  we  ourfelves  can  do  or  de- 
ferve,  muft  we  depend   as  the  meritorious 

*  Taken  from  the  Sermon  of  the  Salvation  of  Mankind, 
^  parts,  and  a  (liort  Declaration  of  True  and  Chrirtian  Faith. 
Queen  Elizabeth's  Momilies,  reprinted  1687,  i2mo, 
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eaufe  of  our  j Unification  ;  but  that  a  ferious 
concern  for  any  inftances  of  mifbebaviour  on 
our  part,  and  a  iincere  refolution  of  behav- 
ing better,  are  made  neceflary  and  indifpenl^ 
able  conditions  of  rendering  us  acceptable  to 
God,  fecuring  his  favour,  and  thereby  ef- 
feding  our  falvation. 

Many  of  our  homilies,  and  particularly  this 
from  which  v^e  have  made  our  extracfls,  were 
plainly  drawn  up  to  guard  the  members  of 
our  communion  againft  the  dangerous  ef- 
fects of  fome  popifh  doctrines,  which  tended 
to  fruftrate  the  main  intention  of  our  religion, 
the  advancement  of  real  goodnefs,  by  a  per- 
verted application  of  its  ordinances.  Such  doc- 
trines are,  that  "  the  ufe  of  the  facraments, 
accompanied  only  with  an  imperfeft  forrow, 
fo  finifhes  and  completes  thefe  religious  ads, 
that  they  will  be  fufficient  to  juflify  us; 
**  that  the  inherent  holinefs  of  good  men  has 
fuch  a  real  condignity  in  it,  as  muft  be  avail- 
able with  God,  the  righteous  Governor  of 
the  world,  to  treat  and  accept  them  as  juft 
perfons.  The  good  works  too,  which  were 
in  moft  repute,  and  were  fuppofed  to  hold 
the  higheft  rank  of  perfediion  at  the  time  of 
the  reformation,  are  well  known  to  have 
been  the  endowment  of  religious  houfes, 
the  donation  of  lands  to  pious  ufes,  rich  pre- 
fents  to  the  images  and  flirines  tjf  faints, 
whofe  favourable  interpofition  would  divert 
L  all 
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all  evil  from,  and  difpenfe  all  manner  of 
good  to  their  votaries,  would  fooneft  cancel 
the  guilt  of  their  offences,  and  beft recom- 
mend them  to  God's  acceptance  j  whofe  re- 
lids  accordingly  attracted  all  the  reverence, 
and  eno-roffed  all  the  devotion  of  that  ao;e  j 
fo  that  the  worfhip  of  Chrifl:  was  in  a  man- 
ner negleded,  in  compariion  of  the  fupe- 
rior  veneration  which  was  paid  to  them. 

In  this  ftate  of  religion  k  became  necef- 
fary  for  our  iirfl  Feformers  to  alTert  the  ho- 
nour of  our  Redeemer,  which  was  given  to 
others,  and  to  vindicate  the  merit  of  his  at- 
tonement,  which  by  thefe  notions  was  ren- 
dered inftfrnificant.  Under  thefe  circum- 
fiances,  it  v/a?  proper  to  beat  down  the  vain 
prefumption  of  man,  who  pretended  to  claim 
eternal  lite,  as  the  juft  recompence  of  his 
own  defervings;  and  to  fet  forth  the  value 
of  that  complete  obedience,  and  the  efficacy 
of  that  meritorious  death,  to  a  fnicere  faith 
and  reliance  on  which  we  muft  ever  owe, 
and  ought  always  to  afcribe  the  acceptance 
of  our  own  imperfed'righteoufnefs. 

And  this  was  done  with  great  fl-;ill  and 
judgment,  if  we  confider  the  difficulty  of 
the  work  which  they  undertook,  and  the 
flrehgth  of  the  prejudices  which  they  had 
to  encounter.  For  notions  contrary  to  thofe 
which^they  endeavoured  to  introduce,  had' 
been  imrrinted  by  early  education,  and  con- 
firmed 
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firmed  by  long  habits  of  thinking;  had  been 
enforced  by  an  authority  which  they  ac- 
counted infallible,  and  recommended  byfuch 
motives  of  intereft,  as  are  not  ufually  with- 
f^ood. — The  Romanifls,  it  muft  be  owned, 
in  their  later  writings,  have  treated  this  fub- 
je6t  in  a  manner  more  agreeable  to  the  fenfe 
and  intention  of  Scripture ;  but  the  language, 
which  they  ufed  at  that  time,  muft  be  duely 
attended  to,  if  we  would  properly  under- 
ibnd  the  true  ufe  and  meaning  of  the  article, 
and  of  the  homily  drawn  up  on  purpofe  to 
explain  it. 

I  now,  Sir,  take  my  leave  of  you  at  pre- 
fent,  and  muft  wait  for  another  opportunity 
of  renew^ing  our  correfpondence.  Another 
and  a  better,  it  is  rumoured,  may  fhortly  of- 
fer ;  as  you  are  faid  to  have  a  defign  of  pub- 
lifliing  fome  fermons  on  the  fubjed:  we  are 
confidering,  which  were  lately  preached  be- 
fore the  univerfity  of  Cambridge,  and  which 
the  lenity  and  moderation  of  that  learned 
body,  though  there  was  fomething  offenfivc 
enough  in  your  manner  of  treating //^r;?;,  fuf- 
fered  to  pafs  without  any  repreheniion.  I 
would  rather  indeed  defer  my  enquiry  into 
your  method  of  reafoning  and  expounding 
Scripture,  till  thefe  difjourfes  appear:  in 
v^hich  you  have  doubtlefs  feleded,  with  what 
judgment,  and  urged  with  what  force  you 
were  able,  the  proofs  l^rouglit  to  fupport 
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the  difdngulihlng  dodrines  of  your  fed^  as 
they  were  produced  on  fuch  an  occalion,  and 
offered  before  fo  refpedtable  a  fociety.  Thefe 
proofs  indeed  appear  to  have  no  great 
llrength  or  folidity,  as  they  now  ftand  in 
your  two  letters;  but  then  it  muft  be  con- 
fiderfed,  that  you  had  no  great  occafion  to 
exert  your  reafoning  powers,  or  to  exhauft 
much  of  your  learning  in  the  loofenefs  and 
familiarity  of  an  epiftle,  intended  for  the  in- 
ilrudlion,  and  written  only  for  the  perufal  of 
a  private  friend. 

As  to  the  manner  in  which  I  have  ad- 
drefled  you,  if  I  fhould  be  thought  to  have 
afTumed  in  fome  places  a  more  light  and 
bantering  air,  than  may  fait  the  ferioufnefs 
and  importance  of  the  fubjed:,  I  have  great 
examples  to  plead  in  my  behalf,  and  under 
whofe  authority  I  can  eafily  Ihelter  myfelf. 
Your  own,  I  mean,  and  that  of  your  bre- 
thren} who  moil:  of  them  aiTedl,  like  you, 
to  play  the  droll  and  mix  fome  degree  of 
pleafantry  in  their  graveft  difcourfes ;  who 
feldom  fail,  I  am  told,  to  enHven  their  po- 
pular harangues  with  occafional  digreffions 
^nd  ftrokes  of  humour;  who  are  wont  to  re- 
lieve the  feverity  of  reafoning,  and  the  te- 
dioufnefs  of  method  with  little  excurfions  of 
fancy  and  familiar  illuflrations,  adapted  to 
the  capacity  of  thofe  poliflied  and  difcerning 
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